
GEOGRAPHY SCHEME OF WORK 

 

 

 

Planning for Learning 

Think about:  

 What do I want them to learn? 

 What do I need to do to help them do this? 

 What is the evidence of Learning? 

 How will I assess what they have learnt? 

 

RECEPTION –  
Journey’s, Lights and Sounds, Out of this world, Amazing Animals, Once upon a time, Superheroes 

Development Matters Statements I am learning to….. Evidence of learning 
Comments and asks questions about aspects of their 
familiar world such as the place where they live (TW 
30-50) 
 
 

 
 
 

Know where I live 
 
Talk about where I live 
 
Ask questions about where I live 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
House, door, flat, window, garden, driveway,  
 

Knowledge 
Name the town that they live in 
 
Skills 
Describe their house e.g my door is blue. 
Asks a question about where I live 

Know the similarities and differences in relation to 
places (TW ELG) 
 

Know how two places are different and how they are 
similar e.g my house and the park, the beach and the 
town, the local library, the woods 
 
Talk about another country  
 
Compare where I live to where children live in another 
country 
 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
place, town, park, beach, road, house, grass, sea, 
sand, trees, shops, library, woods 
 
 

Knowledge 
Knows the names of different places 
Knows that we live in England 
Knows the name of another country 
 
Skills 
Observe and identify similarities between two places 
Observe and identify difference between two places 
Describes the differences and similarities using key 
vocabulary  
Observe and identify similarities and difference from 
photographs 
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Talk about the features of their own environment (TW 
ELG) 
 
 

Identify features of our school from photographs. 
Observe features of the school grounds and local area. 
Draw a simple map of our school. 
Observe and identify features of my environment on a 
local walk e.g going to the library 
 
Describe the features of my environment 
 
 
Key Voabulary:  
town, village, shops, road, park, beach, sea, pier, 
hill, school, trees, grass, field, playground 
 

Knowledge 
Names the features of my environment 
 
Skills 
Observes and identifies the features of the school 
grounds from photographs and observations. 
Describes the features of my environment 
Draw a simple map of the school. 
 
 
 
 

Talk about how environments might vary from one 
another (TW ELG) 
 

Identifies and describe how two environments may 
vary e.g the pond and the grass area 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
Water, grass, sand, mud,  
 
 

Knowledge 
Name the features of the environment 
 
Skills 
Observes and identifies the features of my 
environment. 
Describes how the environments are different 
 

Knows that the environment is influenced by human 
activity (TW ELG+) 
 

Identifies the ways in which the environment is 
influenced by humans e.g building work effecting 
animal habitats, pollution from cars, dropping litter 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
Building, houses, cutting down, trees, pollution, 
litter, bin,  
 
 

Knowledge 
Names human actions that effect the environment e.g 
building work, trees being cut down 
 
Skills 
Observes and identifies the effect on the environment 
e.g loss of habitat for birds and animals 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

YEAR 1 – Autumn Term 
Dinosaurs 

Come Rain or Shine 

POS statements I am learning to….. Evidence of learning 
Human and Physical Geography 
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK 
 

Knowledge 
Know the four seasons. 
Identify seasonal weather patterns in the UK. 
Observe and describe daily weather patterns. 
Name different types of weather and the season 
associated. 
Identify differences between seasonal and daily 
weather patterns. 
Describe how daily weather patterns change over time, 
and how weather may be different in inland/coastal 
areas. 
 
Skills 
Understand a weather forecast including simple 
weather symbols. 
Use simple geographical skills to observe weather 
patterns.  
To identify ways in which we learn about the weather, 
then make predictions about the weather which are 
helpful. 
 
Key Vocabulary: weather, temperature, degree 
celcius, rain, snow, sun, wind, wind speed, hail, 
thunderstorm, forecast, season, winter, spring, 
summer, autumn, change, pattern 

Knowledge 
Name the four seasons.  
Name different weather.  
Describe the four seasons. 
Suggest how likely certain weather types are for each 
of the seasons. 
 
 
Skills 
Identify seasonal weather patterns and changes. 
Identify and describe the expected associated weather 
within each season.  
Begin to distinguish between daily weather and 
seasonal weather  
Use simple forecasting software (eg; BBC Weather 
App) and identify what the weather is forecast using 
relevant symbols. 
Record a weekly weather chart using words and 
symbols. 
Assist in making weather measurements using 
equipment (rain guage).  
Predict how weather data might vary at different times 
of year. 
Begin to identify some ways in which weather in inland  
and coastal areas in the United Kingdom often varies. 

Locational Knowledge 
I can identify the four countries of the UK and their 
capital cities.  
 
Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its countries. 
 
 

Knowledge 
To know that the United Kingdom of made up of 4 
countries.  
To know the countries that make up the UK. 
Skills 
Identify England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales 
on a UK Map. 
Label England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales 
on a UK Map. 
Identify the UK on a world map.  

Knowledge 
Name the countries that make up the UK. 
 
Skills 
Identify the countries on a UK map. 
Locate and label the countries on a blank UK map. 
Begin to use a range of maps to locate the UK in the 
context of the world.  
Begin to link the countries of the UK to weather 
forecasts. 



 
Key Vocabulary: United Kingdom, England, 
Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, map, atlas. 

 
 

YEAR 1 – Spring Term 
Man on the Moon 
The Big Smoke 

Locational Knowledge 
Name and locate the four countries of the UK, their 
capital cities and the surrounding seas.  

Knowledge 
Know that the UK is split into 4 countries and that each 
country has it’s own capital city. 
Know the capital cities of the 4 countries of the UK. 
 
Skills 
Locate the capital cities on a map of the UK. 
Locate the seas that surround the UK using a map of 
the UK. 
 
Vocabulary 
London, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Belfast, Capital City.  

Knowledge 
Know that London is the capital city of England and the 
UK. 
Name the capital cities of the UK. 
Identify the capital city for each country. 
 
Skills 
Identify where London is on a world map. 
 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Use aerial photos and begin to recognise landmarks 
and basic human and physical features 
 

Skills 
Identify the characteristics of London (including 
landmarks) 
Use an aerial photo and simple maps to locate famous 
London landmarks 
 
Vocabulary 
Big Ben, Buckingham Palace, Tower Bridge, Tower 
of London, London Eye, Monument, St. Pauls 
Cathedral, aerial, map, London. 

Knowledge 
Name some famous London Landmarks 
 
Skills 
Identify some different London landmarks. 
Describe some different London landmarks. 
Find some landmarks within an aerial photo of London. 

YEAR 1 – Summer Term 
All Creatures Great and Small 

Out and About 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
 
Use simple compass directions, locational and 
directional language to describe the location of features 
and routes on a map. 
 
Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its countries. 
 
 

Skills 
Use North, South, East, West to describe direction. 
Use locational and directional language to describe 
position of Southend-On-Sea and other features of the 
local area. 
Locate Southend-On-Sea on a map of the UK. 
 
Vocabulary 
North, south, east, west, near, far, left, right, 
compass, map, atlas, globe, landmark, aerial, 
human, physical 

Knowledge 
Name the 4 points of the compass. 
 
Skills 
Locate Southend-On-Sea on a map of the UK. 
Begin to use the points of the compass to describe 
direction. 
Begin to use the points of the compass to locate 
Southend-On-Sea on a map. 
Begin to use the points of the compass to plan a route. 
 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Use aerial photos and begin to recognise landmarks 
and basic human and physical features 
 
Use simple fieldwork and observational skills, to study 
the geography of their school and it’s grounds. 

Skills 
Label landmarks from the school on an aerial view. 
Use observational skills to study the school grounds 
and the local area. 
Plan a route using a simple map. 
Record a route on a simple map. 

Skills 
Identify landmarks from an aerial view of the school. 
Describe the local area from observation. 
Record and plan a route on a simple map. 
Begin to identify where they are on a map in relation to 
where they are physically. 



 
Devise a simple map. 
 

Use a map to follow a simple route. 
 
Vocabulary 
map, landmark, route, human, physical. 
 

 

Place Knowledge 
Understand geographical similarities and differences 
through studying the human and physical geography of 
a small area of the United Kingdom 
To use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to 
human and physical features. 

Knowledge 
Identify and describe human and physical features. 
Sort features into human and physical features. 
Discuss what features may be found in different areas 
(eg coastal, inland) 
Use geographical vocabulary to describe different 
features.  
Identify the difference between villages, towns and 
cities.  
Use the terms urban and rural.  
 
Skills 
Use different sources to explore their local area. 
 
Vocabulary 
Human, physical, coastal, inland, urban, rural, city, 
town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather 

Knowledge 
Name human features. 
Name physical features. 
Sort features into human and physical features. 
Describe differences between human and physical 
features. 
Begin to identify features found in different areas. 
Know that we live in a town and that is an urban area  
 
Skills 
Use geography vocabulary to describe different 
features.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 2 – Autumn Term 
Into the Woods 

 Rule Britannia!  

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
 

Knowledge/Vocabulary Knowledge 
Explain what a direction is. 



Use simple compass directions, locational and 
directional language to describe the location of features 
and routes on a map. 
Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple map; and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key 
 
Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study 
the geography of their school and surroundings. 

Find out what maps are and some of the different ways 
in which they are used.  
Explore what aerial views and plan perspectives are 
and identify some different locations based on an aerial 
photograph.   
Look at different maps of towns, cities and a map of the 
inside of the school building, using geographical 
language to describe what is seen in the map.  Look at 
different symbols and what they mean, discuss having 
a key and why it is useful. 
 
Skills 
Use compass points to navigate around a map. 
Devise a simple aerial view or perspective plan of a 
familiar setting 
Create a simple 3D map which includes some physical 
and human features (wildlife area/school grounds using 
large objects on the playground) 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Map, aerial view, perspective plan, key, symbols, 
physical features, human features, compass points 
(North, South, East, West), direction 

Talk about why directional language is important. 
Explain and discuss what the use of a key is. 
Suggest ideas to create a large 3D map of the school 
grounds. 
Recall some key features of a map. 
Skills 
Draw a simple aerial view of their classroom. 
Draw a simple aerial view or perspective of a familiar 
room. 
Draw a simple key for a map. 
Devise a simple map with a key 
Create a simple large 3D map of the school grounds 
 
Vocabulary 
Use directional language to guide a peer. 
Use appropriate geographical vocab to talk about their 
3D map. 
 

Year 2 – Spring Term 
Let’s Explore 

Castles, Knights and Dragons 

Locational Knowledge 
Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five 
oceans. 
 
Human and Physical 
Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
Poles 
 
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Use world maps, atlases and globes. 
 

Knowledge/Vocabulary 
Know that Antarctica is a cold place (continent) and 
has a different summer and winter, what the weather is 
like in each of these seasons. 
Use vocabulary to describe the landscape of Antarctica 
 
Skills 
Explore and find out where Antarctica is in the World 
using a variety of maps and atlases. Use resources to 
compare the temperatures in South Pole, London and 
Southend, recording these temperatures in a table. 
 
 
Key Vocabulary 
Antarctica, South Pole, Southern Ocean  glacier, 
landscape, iceberg, ice, snow, freezing, 
temperature, physical features, ocean, continent  
 

Knowledge 
Talk about what the weather is like in Antarctica. 
Say how and why the weather is different in different 
parts of the world. 
Talk about some of the physical features of Antarctica 
and describe its landscape 
Talk about the weather data collected begin to identify 
patterns.  
Skills 
Use a world map or atlas to name and locate 
Antarctica, the South Pole and its surrounding ocean. 
Use measuring equipment e.g. a thermometer and 
online resources to compare weather. 
Record weather patterns and temperatures. 
Vocabulary 
Use appropriate vocabulary associated with physical 
features to describe the landscape of Antarctica e.g. 
icebergs, ocean, glacier, 

Place Knowledge 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to physical 
and human features. 

Knowledge/Vocabulary 
 
Find out why castles were built on hills and what 
natural resources the residents of the castle would 

Knowledge 
Identify land features such as hills, sea, river.  
Begin to talk about the advantages and disadvantages 
of building a castle on a hill. 



have needed to have nearby. Become familiar the 
geographical physical features: hill, sea, river, and cliff. 
Describe and become familiar with the physical 
features castles are close to. Think about what makes 
castles easier to defend and the problems the builders 
might have come across when building in a hilly 
location. 
Key Vocabulary 
Hill, cliff, sea, river, forest, valley, natural, land, 
human, physical 

Begin to talk about the advantages and disadvantages 
of building a castle near certain land features. 
 
Vocabulary 
Use the correct geographical vocabulary to talk about 
the land features linked to castles. 

Year 2 – Summer Term 
On Safari 

Blue Planet 

Place Knowledge 
Understand geographical similarities and differences 
through studying the human and physical geography of 
a small area in a contrasting non-European country. 
 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to physical 
and human features. 
 
Locational Knowledge 
Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five 
oceans. 
 
Human and Physical 
Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world 
in relation to the Equator and the North and South 
Poles 
 
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Use world atlases and globes. 
 

Knowledge/Vocabulary 
Know that Africa is one of the seven continents and it is 
surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean and the Indian 
Ocean. 
Know that Kenya has wet and dry seasons and 
compare Kenya’s climate to the UK’s climate.  Discuss 
that countries near the equator are hotter than those 
nearer the North and South Poles. 
Use appropriate vocabulary to talk about some of the 
physical and human features of Kenya.  Compare and 
identify ways in which Kenya is similar to or different 
from the UK/Southend-on-Sea. 
Find out about the people and culture of Kenya.  Find 
out about the Maasai Life and consider the similarities 
and differences with the UK/Southend-on-Sea.  Look at 
the similarities and differences of the life of a Kenyan 
child compared with their own. 
 
Skills 
Use world maps, atlases, globes to locate the UK, 
Africa and its surrounding Oceans. Use maps to locate 
the Kalahari Desert, Botswana and Kenya.  Use 
photos, books and online resources to identify and 
describe some of the land features of Kenya and the 
landscapes. 
 
Vocabulary 
Africa, continent, ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian 
Ocean, Kalahari Desert, Botswana, Maasai Tribe, 
village, culture, mountains, savannah, town, city, 
landscape, valleys, beach 

Knowledge 
Name the seven continents of the world 
Describe what the climate in Kenya is like 
Describe some of the differences between the climate 
in Kenya and the UK 
Talk about the different lifestyles and cultures within 
Kenya 
Identify some similarities and differences between life 
in the Maasai tribe and life in the UK 
Identify similarities and differences between Kenya and 
the UK 
Talk about ways in which their life is similar and 
different from the life of a Kenyan child 
 
Skills 
Identify the seven continents of the world on a world 
map 
Identify the continent of Africa on a world map 
Identify the country of Kenya on a world map 
Identify the Kalahari Desert and Botswana on a world 
map  
Identify 3 physical features of Kenya e.g. valley, field, 
village, city, mountains, savannah 
Vocabulary 
Use appropriate vocabulary to describe the physical 
features of Kenya. 
Use adjectives to describe some of the various physical 
features of Kenya 

Locational Knowledge 
Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five 
oceans. 
 

Skills 
Use world maps, atlases, globes etc. to locate the 5 
Oceans of the world and discuss what they are, where 
they are and which continents they surround etc. 

Knowledge 
Know that there are 5 Oceans of the world 
Name the 5 Oceans of the World 
 



 
Vocabulary 
Ocean, Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean, Atlantic 
Ocean, Southern Ocean, Arctic Ocean 

Skills 
Identify the 5 Oceans of the world on a world map 

 


