
Weekly News

Sneak peek at our week

The week has finished on a rather blustery note but as we celebrate the value of

‘Caring’ this whole week and in our celebration assembly this afternoon, one of

Winne-the-Pooh’s sayings comes to mind – ‘A hug is always the right size’. Hugs

are once again allowed and we’re sure many have celebrated that this week.

Alongside the easing of the rules also comes a reminder to continue..’to wash

hands – cover your face – make space’. If your child or any member of their

household develop Covid-19 symptoms you should book a PCR test and isolate.

Please inform the school if this happens. A PCR test can be booked online using

the government website at this link. If you have any problems ordering a test

please contact the school office. Thank you for continuing to support us n

helping to keep our school community safe.

Travelling to and from school or nursery: we urge all families to be cautious on

the walkways and crossings on their journey into school, particularly if they or

their children are riding scooters or bikes. Parents have highlighted that there

have been a few collisions and near misses on route to school over the last few

weeks. Parents have also mentioned that there are quite a few children riding

their scooters or bikes across the main crossing rather than the rider walking their

scooter or bike across.

Southend Borough Council will be supporting families who are eligible for

benefits related Free School Meals again this half-term holiday, information will

be sent to those families next week by an email on ParentPay. If you have not

yet activated your account please do this straightaway, if you need any help or

another copy of your activation letter please contact the school office.

Year N - Nursery
This week in Nursery we have continued to talk about the story: ‘Goldilocks and

the Three Bears’. We have played with the water outside and the children have

compared sizes of containers and their capacity; using words such as: full,

empty, more and fewer/less.

We have also learned the new sound ‘i’. We could say words with ‘i’ and air-

write the sound using our magical finger. We have also been investigating

materials and their changes of state. When we added milk to the porridge oats,

we noticed that they were ‘wet’, ‘sticky’ and ‘gloopy’. It’s been a great week

in Nursery. ☺

REMINDER: Please remember to bring your books back on Thursday so you can

have a new one on Friday and the weekend!
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Year R - Reception
It has been a busy week of learning in Reception. In Literacy, we listened to the

traditional tale, ‘Hansel and Gretel’ and learnt how to describe the main

characters in the story. We also created our own Story maps for our focus text

with a beginning, middle and end. We have been learning about doubling

and practising our double facts up to 5 this week. To support our understanding

of doubling we have used cubes, counters, tens frames and rhymes.

Tokyo 2020 Olympic & Paralympic 

Games

To celebrate the rescheduled

Tokyo 2020 Olympic and

Paralympic Games we have been

asked to get our school involved

with the ‘Get Set Travel to Tokyo’.

This is to help and encourage

children to get active with a virtual

Travel to Tokyo challenge. This

means that every physical activity

the children take part in as a class

will be logged and we can see

how long it takes us to get to Tokyo!

We really hope the children enjoy

this challenge and it motivates and

encourages them to get fit and

healthy throughout the week!

If you would like to get involved as

a family, more information can be

found here.

Dates for the diary

May

Monday 31st –Friday 4th June
Half-Term Break 

June

Friday 18th
INSET Day –school closed

Sunday 20th

Father’s Day

July

Thursday 8th & Friday 9th

Gemma’s Farm visit

Tuesday 20th

Last Day of Term

Wednesday 21st

INSET Day –school closed

Friends of Hamstel Schools Raffle

The prize draw has taken place this

afternoon and the lucky winners will

receive their prizes by the end of

next week.

Most prizes will be passed to your

child by the class teacher to bring

home.

Thank you to all those that

supported this fund-raising event.

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.getset.co.uk/travel-tokyo/how-to-log-activity


Year 2

This week Year 2 have been discussing and exploring a new book called

‘Song of the River’ by Jo Cowley. We have discussed the first pages and the

settings that are beautifully illustrated. We have used these illustrations to

describe and develop our descriptive writing. In Maths we have been starting

to learn about fractions of shape. This week have been identifying and

finding halves, quarters and thirds of shape. The children have also enjoyed

continuing their art work based on the inspiration of Henri Rousseau and

creating our versions of Tiger in a Tropical Storm.

REMINDER: Next week Year 2 have Outdoor Learning. Please dress

appropriately.

Dinner menu

Monday 

R - Chicken & vegetable Paella

G - Sweetcorn & courgette fritter with 

side salad

P -Pasta with tomato sauce

Peas

Apple & cinnamon sponge with 

custard

Tuesday 

R - Beef Meatballs with mashed 

Potato & Gravy

G - Squash & Lentil curry with 

Steamed Rice

P - Jacket Potato with cheese or 

Salmon Mayonnaise

Chinese Cabbage

Strawberry Cheesecake

Wednesday

R - Roast Chicken Fillets with Roast 

Potatoes & Gravy

G - Vegan Cornish pasty with Roast 

Potatoes

P -Pasta  with Roast Tomato & 

Pepper Sauce

Green cabbage & carrots

Chocolate Sponge & Chocolate sauce

Thursday

R - Cumberland sausages with Mash & 

Gravy

G - Lentil & Vegetable Lasagne with 

Garlic Bread

P - Jacket Potato with baked beans or 

cheese

Green Beans & Cauliflower

Fruit Burst Jelly

Friday

R - Fish Fingers & Chips

G - Vegetarian Finger bap with 

Homemade Ketchup & Side Salad

P - Pasta with Tomato Sauce

Baked Beans & Sweetcorn

Chocolate & Orange cookie

Freshly baked bread is available every 

day.

Year 1

This week in Year 1 the children have enjoyed starting to explore the

traditional tale of Jack and the Beanstalk. The children have been

developing their vocabulary to describe the character of the giant. The

children then went on to write fantastic descriptive pieces about the giant,

describing what he looks like, how he behaves and what type of character

he is. In Maths the children have been learning about money. They have

been sorting, identifying and counting coins to find small values. In

Geography this week the children have been finding out more about London

and looking at maps and some of the famous landmarks.

Outdoor Learning

Monday 24th

Fox

Tuesday 25th

Squirrel

Wednesday 26th 

Hedgehog

Thursday 27th

Otter

Friday 28th

Badger

Today’s Celebration Assembly

This week’s focus value has been

‘Caring’. Classes that received

the most dojo’s for each year

group are:-

Reception Year Owl Class

Year 1         Duck Class

Year  2    Hedgehog Class

Please see the attached

Celebration Assembly form with

some of the best examples of just

how the children have shown

how they care for one another

this week.

Father’s Day Sale

When we return after the half-

term holiday we will have special

gift bags for sale on ParentPay to

treat the Dad’s and special father

figures in our lives.

We will send out a reminder when

the sale is due to go ‘live’.

In Outdoor Learning, we worked together in small groups to create a hut that

belonged to a Witch. We used sticks, twigs and camouflage material to create

our den and had lots of fun experimenting with how to wrap the material

around it successfully. We have been practising our curly caterpillars letters this

week and have been working hard to start the letters in the right

place. REMINDER: Please continue to practise your handwriting at home and

to start your letters in the right place. Remember to practise your doubling facts

5 to help you become confident in recalling them quickly.

Nits – The Unwelcome Visitors

Nits are a common childhood

nuisance and parents have

reported a number of cases to us

recently. The easiest way to keep

these unwelcome visitors under

control is by regularly combing

with a nit comb and conditioner.

If you do find nits on your child

please treat them appropriately.

Your child can still attend school

as normal. We recommend that

all children with long hair have

this tied back or in plaits – this

helps stop the spread between

children. For more information see

the NHS website – follow this link

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/

