
Welcome to 
Hamstel Infant 

School & Nursery

Starting School at Hamstel



Our Vision
Our vision is to provide a foundation for 
learning that will prepare our children for 
the rest of their primary education and 
future success.
We strongly believe in:
Relationships – our children developing 
strong relationships with adults and their 
peers
Speech and Language development 

– we want our children to be confident 
and clear communicators. Speech and 

vocabulary development play an important 
role in future learning success.

Independence – we aim for all our children to 
become confident and independent learners.

Self-regulation – we want all our children to be able 
to self-regulate their own behaviour, knowing how to 

behave in different situations and being able to deal with 
conflicts appropriately.

Reading – this is the key to future success and is paramount across all 
areas of the curriculum.
Physical development – developing both gross and fine motor skills, as 
the building blocks for future success in handwriting as well as 
writing attainment.
Enrichment - providing our children with other 
opportunities that they may not otherwise 
experience.
Parents – play a vital role in their child’s 
education. We aim to work closely with all 
our parents, sharing learning experiences 
and how we teach in school so that 
parents feel supported and confident in 
continuing learning at home.

In Reception, we want children who are 
engaged in their learning, forming positive 
and lasting relationships with both their 
peers and adults. Children who feel safe, 
happy and excited about their learning. 

Welcome to Hamstel Infant School. This booklet 
will help to give you more information about our 
school and especially the Reception Year. We 
believe strongly in our children having the best 
possible start to Primary School and aim to 
provide a smooth and happy transition, so that 
all our children settle quickly into school life. 
It is especially important for us to build strong 
working partnerships with all our parents which 
will continue throughout the time your child is at 
Hamstel Infant School.

Any queries please call 01702 468461
Or e-mail the school office: 
office@hamstel-inf.southend.sch.uk 

With thanks,
The Early Years Team.

Mrs Kotze
Kingfisher Class

Miss Whiston
Peacock Class

Miss Parmenter
Owl Class

Miss Brown
Woodpecker Class

Mrs Jenkins
Swan Class



Parent responsibilities
All parents need to complete a collection form so that we know who 
will be collecting your child at the end of the school day. Please inform 
the school offi ce of any changes to who will be picking up your child at 
the end of the day.
Please help your child by not being late, the early morning routine helps 
the children to settle and become prepared for the day ahead.
If your child is ill, please telephone and leave a message with the 
school offi ce on the fi rst morning of illness before 10.00am.

Lunch options
All children at Hamstel Infant School stay for a free hot school meal. All 
parents will be provided with a school menu. There are three different 
lunch options each day, including a vegetarian option. We encourage 
parents to discuss the lunch choices with their child on the morning 
before coming to school, so they are confi dent in telling their teacher 
what they would like during registration in the morning.

All medical dietary requirements will be catered for, a form will need 
to be completed before your child starts school in order for our chef to 
make the necessary arrangements. If you have any specifi c queries or 
concerns a meeting can be arranged with our chef.

Things your child will 
need

• Wellington boots to be left in 
school

• A coat, hat, scarf and gloves in 
cold weather

• A sun hat and sun cream in warm 
weather

School Uniform
We encourage a good standard of dress 
at all times and want children to represent 
the school positively. We strongly encourage 
children to wear school uniform as we feel this 
provides a sense of belonging and identity and helps 
develop pride in the school.

• White polo shirt with or without school logo
• Grey trousers, skirt, shorts or pinafore
• Maroon jumpers/ sweatshirts or cardigan with school logo
• Pink and white check summer dress
• Grey, black or white socks (long or short) or tights
• Black enclosed school shoes – no laces please

PE Kit (Reception Year only)
Reception should wear their PE clothes to school on their PE day, 
therefore you do not need to purchase a separate PE kit as they will 
wear this all day.

• Jogging bottoms or leggings, or shorts if hot weather
• Round neck T-shirt
• Sweatshirt; plain colour, no zip or buttons
• Trainers: plain colour, Velcro fastening only (no laces), no plimsols



Where to buy
School uniform bearing the Hamstel logo can be purchased from either 
Crawlers in Hamstel Road (www.southendschoolwear.com) of from 
Paul’s in Southchurch Road (www.paulsdiscount.co.uk).

Outdoor Learning Kit
On the day that your child has Outdoor Learning we would ask that 
you do not send your child in school uniform, this will be the same 
day of the week as their PE day. Instead please send them in wearing 
suitable clothing for such activities e.g. jogging bottoms, T-shirt, warm 
jumper, coat, waterproofs, sun hat. Clothes should be ‘old’ as the 
children will get messy and muddy throughout the day.

Swimming Kit
Your child’s swimming kit should be brought to school 

on the day of your child’s swimming lesson in a 
named drawstring bag and taken home again that 
evening for washing.
• One piece costume or trunks (no bikini’s     

 or Bermuda shorts)
•  Towel
• Swimming hat (available from the school  

 office priced at £2.00 each). Only   
 children with medical issues should wear 
a red hat.

• All in a named waterproof drawstring 
bag please.

Jewellery should not be worn to school. 
A small pair of stud earrings and/or a 

watch may be worn but it is preferable 
that they do not wear these on the 

days that they will be swimming or doing PE as 
they will need to be removed by your child. 
We ask that children do not bring toys or 
personal items into school unless asked to 
do so by their class teacher.

Please ensure that all clothes and 
belongings are clearly labelled with 
your child’s full name to aid the return 
of lost property. Please remember to 
do this each time you replace an item 
of clothing.

Getting Ready for School
At Hamstel Infant School we are committed to working with parents 
and carers to ensure your child is ready to start school in September. 
Below is a list of things we would like your child to be able to do before 
they start school. If your child is able to do most of the activities below 
we feel they will be independent and confident as they start in their 
Reception class.

• Put on my coat
• Fasten my coat
• Put on my shoes
• Fasten my shoes
• Get myself dressed
• Get myself undressed
• Sit and listen to a story

• Talk about the story I have listened to
• Follow two-part instructions e.g. put on your coat and 

pick up you book bag
• Use a knife and fork to eat with

• Cut up my food using a knife and fork
• Use the toilet on my own, including wiping my 

bottom
• I can pull my underwear up after I have been to 

the toilet. 
• I can remember to flush the toilet. I can 

remember to wash my hands. 
• Play a game, knowing how to take turns 

and understand winning and losing
• Have a short conversation with grown-ups 

and other children, listening and responding 
to what they say

• Join in with familiar nursery rhymes



Transition
Communicating with Pre-school and Nursery Settings
In order to find out as much information about your child before they 
start at Hamstel Infant School we liaise with their current Pre-school 
or Nursery setting. We endeavour to visit as many of the children 
as possible at their Nursery and meet with their current key worker. 
When this is not possible, we ensure that any important information is 
discussed over the phone.

Facebook Group and Website
We are very keen to get to know the children and have therefore set 
up a Facebook page just for new parents with children joining us in 
September. We would love you to share photographs and information 
about what you have been up to and we will be posting ideas of 
activities you can do at home in order to prepare your child for school. 
The Reception teachers will be part of this group and will be responding 
to your posts as a way of getting to know the children and families 
before the Summer.

Induction Meeting
An induction meeting for new parents is usually held in June. Where this 
has not been possible a virtual presentation as well as a virtual tour of 
the school have been created and shared on our Facebook page and 
school website.

Stay and Play sessions
Stay and Play sessions are an important part of transition, they give 
the children an opportunity to get to know their new school 
environment, meet their teacher and new classmates and 
explore their new classroom. Stay and Play sessions usually 
occur before the Summer Holidays in July. However this 
year, due to the current situation Stay and Play sessions 
have been planned for September.

Home Visits
Home Visits usually happen in early September 
before your child start schools. However, due to the 
current situation Home Visits have been cancelled for 
September 2020. The new Reception teachers will be 
making phone calls to the parents and children in their 
new class to introduce themselves and start to get to know 
the families.

Starting School
Typically after an initial settling in day, where only half a class attend for 
one day at a time, all Reception children start full time.
This year we are planning to invite children and parents to two small 
group Stay and Play sessions, followed by another two Stay and Play 
sessions that the children will attend without a parent. After these 
sessions all Reception children will start school full time.

Teaching and Learning in Reception
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum is broken down into 
two areas of learning and development:

Prime Areas

• Personal, social and emotional development
• Physical development
• Communication and language development

Specific Areas 

• Literacy
• Mathematics

• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design

During the day, your child will take part in some 
short adult led activities to help them develop 

their learning as well as their characteristics of 
learning in both prime and specific areas. The 
children also have the opportunity to engage 
in child-initiated activities during continuous 
provision.

At Hamstel Infants we use fun and exciting 
topics to engage and hook the children into 

their learning, the year is split into 6 themes and 
each week begins with a key book chosen to 

match our topic. 
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