
Weekly News

Sneak peek at our week

Well done to you all, we have made it through to the end of this very unusual

term. The children’s behaviour and settling back to school routines has been first

class. We really hope that you will all have a wonderful Easter break and enjoy

the next steps in the road map out of lockdown, please do continue to be

cautious, regularly test and stick to the guidance.

After the Easter break we will be starting a new Summer menu, this is attached

for your information and a printed copy can be obtained from the school office.

We will be sending out information towards the end of the break regarding

Parent Teacher conversation meetings, these will be taking place using Zoom

this time, so please keep an eye out for the booking form.

Year N - Nursery

In Nursery this week, we have been learning all about the story of Easter! We

have also been thinking about our special school value: ‘Caring’. We have

been caring for our friends and our environment. Lots of the children will say:

‘sharing is caring’. We have certainly been practising this in our setting. ☺

We have been learning all about weight; learning the words heavy, light and

equal when playing with the scales and on the seesaws outside.

We have been cooking this week too – we are making Easter nests. We can’t

wait to taste them and talk about how they taste!

All the children have returned to school so well. We hope that you enjoy a well-

deserved Easter break and look forward to seeing you all in the Summer term.

REMINDER: If your child has borrowed any clothes from Nursery, please can you

return them as soon as possible.

Books returned on Thursday so you can have a new one on Friday.
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Dates for the diary

April

Monday 12th
Summer Term begins

Tuesday 13th

Friends of Hamstel Schools Meeting

Athletics Club starts – Year 1 

Reading Gladiators Club starts

Wednesday 14th

Athletics Club starts – Year 2

Friday 16th

National Reception/Year 3 

Offer Day

w/c Monday 19th

Parent/Teacher Conversation  

Zoom Meetings

w/c Monday 26th

Parent/Teacher Conversation  

Zoom Meetings

Thursday 29th

International Dance Day

Friday 30th

Parent Council Meeting

May

Monday 3rd
Bank Holiday –school closed

Monday 31st–Friday 4thJune
Half-Term Break 

June

Friday 18th
INSET Day –school closed

Year R - Reception

This week in Reception we have been learning how to be caring as this week’s

school focus value, sharing the toys and showing each other respect and how

to be selfless. We have had fun beginning to learn our number bonds to 10,

investigating different ways of making 10. We have enjoyed celebrating Easter

by sharing the Easter story at story time and having an Easter egg hunt in our

outdoor learning. We enjoyed going on a spring walk to search for signs of

spring. We spotted blossom, daffodils, insects and frog spawn, among other

signs we wrote down on our checklist.

We will be using the Seesaw platform to record the children’s observations and

upload their work to share with you. This will be used in the same way as

Tapestry and will be in place of this. Any photo responses of your child’s work

from home will be welcomed. Any personal questions can still be emailed to

the office as Seesaw will not be monitored daily. Every Friday we will upload a

story we have enjoyed in the week as a class and invite your child to write a

book review to tell us what they liked about the story and why.

Comic Relief 

Red Nose Day

Thank you for all your generous

donations, you raised just over £320

for this fantastic charity.

Today’s Celebration Assembly

This week’s focus value has been

‘Caring’. Classes that received

the most dojo’s for each year

group are:-

Reception Year

Peacock Class
Year 1

Frog Class
Year 2

Badger Class



Year 2

Year 2 have had a lovely week thinking about Easter. We have explored the

Easter story, discussed how Christians celebrate Easter and Holy Week as well

as look at some of the traditions of Easter. The children have also been

thinking about school value ‘Caring’ and we have looked at the people and

things we care about in our lives and why, as well as consider how we show

we care about different things. In Maths we have been revisiting our

knowledge and skills in multiplication and division. All the staff in Year 2 hope

you all have a lovely Easter break and we look forward to seeing you all in 2

weeks.

Next week: Please make sure your child has appropriate footwear for PE. This

should be a supportive pair of trainers. Many children have trainers with

shoelaces, but these come undone regularly during the day, maybe over the

Easter holidays it would be an ideal opportunity for your child to start learning

how to do their shoe laces up. It’s a great skill to start learning!

Outdoor Learning is the first week back!

Dinner menu

Monday 

R - Chicken & Vegetable Paella

G - Sweetcorn & Courgette Fritter 

with side salad 

P -Pasta with Tomato Sauce

Peas

Apple & Cinnamon Sponge with 

custard

Tuesday 

R - Beef Meatballs with mashed 

Potato & Gravy

G - Squash & Lentil curry with 

Steamed Rice

P - Jacket Potato with cheese or 

Salmon Mayonnaise

Chinese Cabbage

Strawberry Cheesecake

Wednesday

R - Roast Chicken Fillets with 

Roast Potatoes & Gravy

G - Vegan Cornish pasty with 

Roast Potatoes

P -Pasta  with Roast Tomato & 

Pepper Sauce

Green cabbage & carrots

Chocolate Sponge & Chocolate 

sauce

Thursday

R - Cumberland sausages with Mash 

& Gravy

G - Lentil & Vegetable Lasagne with 

Garlic Bread

P - Jacket Potato with baked beans 

or cheese

Green Beans & Cauliflower

Fruit Burst Jelly

Friday

R - Fish Fingers & Chips

G - Vegetarian Finger bap with 

Homemade Ketchup & Side Salad

P - Pasta with Tomato Sauce

Baked Beans & Sweetcorn

Chocolate & Orange cookie

Freshly baked bread is available 

each day

Year 1

In Year 1 this week we have enjoyed learning about Easter. We have listened

to and sequenced the Easter story and explored the different symbols and

traditions of Easter. We have been thinking about our school value ‘Caring’

and have explored what kind and unkind looks like and how we can show

kindness to our friends and family. We have had fun making Easter baskets

and cards and are looking forward to sharing them with our families.

Outdoor Learning

Monday 12th

Fox

Tuesday 13th

Squirrel

Wednesday 14th

Hedgehog

Thursday 15th

Otter

Friday 16th

Badger

Nursery Places – Sept 2021

Tours available – booking now!

Does your child turn 3 before Sept

2021? Our Nursery is now taking

applications for places to start from

September 2021.

Please contact the school office for

more information or to get an

application pack. 30 hour and 15

hour funded places available. The

deadline for applications is

30/04/21. Please let any friends/

relatives that may be interested

know too

School Nursing Team

Information and fun ideas to help

kids stay healthy can be found at

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life

Information on the School Nursing

service and access to a range of

health resources and ‘top tips’ to

support with health needs can be

found at the Livewell Website:

www.livewellsouthend.com and

search for School Nursing Service.

Easter biscuits from Pabulum

On Thursday the children were

surprised with an edible Easter

treat from our caterers. During

the afternoon the children were

able to decorate their

biscuit/cake and we hope that

you had a chance to see these

before they were gobbled up!

The children created lovely Easter

cards to show their thanks to Mr

Prince and his wonderful team in

the kitchen for their hugely kind

gesture.

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
http://www.livewellsouthend.com

