
End of Summer Term 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
We have come to the end of a very challenging year for us all, but I hope we can all feel stronger that by 
working together we have become more resilient and our community feels more united. It is such a shame 
that we have done so well throughout the year that in the last week we have been more closely affected by 
this virus. It has been a team effort and I would like to thank our fantastic staff and our fantastic families for 
the continuing support and commitment that has been shown to keep the children as the most important 
focus throughout. Please keep up your efforts, I know it is very hard and we are all rather tired of the whole 
situation but we must continue to be vigilant. 
 
Staffing: 
I would like to say a huge thank you to our staff who are leaving us this term. 
Mrs McRae will be retiring this term; she has been associated with the school for many years, since her own 
children attended Hamstel and then when joining our Teaching Assistant Team. We wish her all the very best 
for a well-deserved rest and time for herself. I wold like to thank her for her commitment to Hamstel and her 
years of care and guidance for our children as a valued member of staff. 
We will be saying goodbye and good luck to Miss Flynn, who will be taking up another teaching position 
further afield, to Miss Jackson, Miss Spence and Miss Murdoch who will be entering the teaching profession 
and to Mrs Nieass who will be leaving us to take up a position in another local school. I would like to wish 
them all the very best for their futures and know wherever they go they will be valued employees and an 
asset to their schools, as they have been here. 
We send our very best wishes to Miss Webb, who has now started her maternity leave and is due to have 
her baby very soon, and to Miss Booker who is also expecting a baby. 
 
Return to school in September 2021: 
At the present moment in time I cannot see there will be any changes to our procedures at school for when 
we return in September, due to the Covid 19 restrictions. I will be forever hopeful that our situation may 
relax a little however, I am not making any changes currently to our well-rehearsed systems of entry and exit 
to the site. The barriers will remain where they are, perhaps with a few modifications but essentially for the 
safety of access and to lessen crowding I would ask that Reception and Year 2 classes enter via the main front 
entrance and follow the arrows, Reception to follow the barriers between the two schools and Year 2 to 
follow through to the Secret Garden. Nursery and Year 1 children will continue to enter via the Poynings 
Avenue gate one way system of flow; Dragonfly and Newt Classes dropped at class doors and Heron, Duck 
and Frog Classes being met by staff on the corner to the hall. Nursery children are to be dropped off and 
collected at the Nursery. Please follow all barriers and arrows to allow ease of flow. Any further updates will 
be communicated to you nearer the time. 
We will continue to keep a ‘window’ of time for drop off and collection, again to ease access and flow across 
the site. Gates will be open from 8.30am and closed promptly at 9.00am. Collection times will be from 3.00pm 
until 3.20pm. If, for any reason, you are late please enter via the main entrance. 
 
We will reinstate the use of book bags for bringing books to and from school, please make sure your child 
has a clearly named book bag on return in September. 
We will continue to ask that children come dressed in appropriate P.E. kit on the days they have P.E. to lessen 
the time for getting changed and to alleviate items of clothing getting mixed up, this has worked really well 
this year so thank you for supporting us with this. 
 
Swimming will start for Year 2 only in September, we hope then to extend this to Year 1 as well in the Spring 
term and for Reception children in the Sumer term. This staggered approach is to allow the younger children 
to settle into school as currently we are still unable to ask parents to help with getting the children changed 
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for swimming, which with the youngest children can prove to be quite a challenge at first. I will of course 
keep you posted if there are any changes to this. 
 
We will continue with our Outdoor Learning and the weeks and days will be sent to you early in the term. 
Please ensure your child is dressed appropriately for these days, layers and old clothes are always best for 
the children to really engage in messy activities. Please can I ask that a named pair of Wellies come into 
school so they can be left at school for use at any time. 
 
Dependent upon restrictions when we return I am anticipating we will be able to offer our Breakfast and 
After School Clubs as normal, again further updates nearer the time will confirm this decision. 
 
We have unfortunately had to close the school 2 days earlier before the end of term, this was due to the 
number of isolations of staff, which rose to over 50% and had to be enforced as ratios of staff to children 
would not be able to meet the recommended guidance and may have put children at risk. This was not a 
decision that was made lightly and we tried our very hardest to continue. This has meant that there are books 
and personal belongings that have yet to be sent home, the cancellation of parties and our end of year 
celebration assembly. We are all very saddened by this. Details will be sent to you in the near future regarding 
the collection of items during the Summer holidays. 
 
I would like to wish all our children, families and staff a very safe and happy holiday. It has been absolutely 
delightful in getting to know your children, they really are a fantastic group of little people who do us and 
yourselves proud. A special fond farewell to our grown up Year 2’s, who we have had the pleasure of watching 
grow into confident and resilient young people who have really tried their best. Being our oldest children 
they have been our ‘ambassadors’ and have risen to this challenge. They are now all ready to leave us and 
embark on the next leg of their educational journey. On behalf of everyone at school I would like to wish 
them all the very best in all they achieve in the future. 
 
I would like to send my heartfelt thanks to all of you for your continued support and trust in the decisions 
that we have had to make, although sometimes they may have felt a little last minute, we have tried at all 
times to have the children’s best interests at the forefront of all the decisions we have made. For those whose 
children are returning in September I look forward to working with all our families and children again for 
what I hope will be a more settled year ahead. 
 
With very best wishes to you all.  
 
Lisa Clark 
Headteacher 

 
All information and updates will be available on our website: www.hamstelinfants.co.uk 
Any enquiries should be sent by email to: office@HIS.porticoacademytrust,co,uk    
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