
Parent Council Meeting Minutes 
 
Wednesday 23rd May – 9.00am Staff Room 
 
Present: Nina Kirby-Duboux (Badger); Jenny Bambrook (Hedgehog); Hayley Rolfe (Heron); Joanne 
Crawley (Duck); Rahil Butt (Frog); Jane Stacey (Newt); Kerry Phillips (Woodpecker); Hannah Goodliff 
(Swan); Jackie Dillnutt (Chair); Laurie Soane (Clerk); Maurice Sweeting (Chair of Governors). 
Apologies: Mathula Aravindan (Kingfisher); Lee Dawson (Dragonfly);  Natalie Hasler (Squirrel); 
Beverley King (Otter); Saadia Choudhury (Owl); Clarissa Brennan (Peacock); 

 
1. Spelling Journal words – The children enjoy the spelling journals but we have been receiving the 

words later and later into each half term.  Can we have them closer to the start of each half term 
please or even on the last day of the previous half term please? Apologies for the lateness this half 
term. We will ensure they go out in the first week of each half term in future. 

2. There have been some toilet issues.  Are children allowed to go to the toilet whenever 
needed?  What are the rules for going to the toilet during the day? We ask them to wait until the end 
of a carpet session when possible, otherwise they are allowed to go out when necessary. We will be 
reminding them to go at lunchtime as sometimes they want to go as soon as they come in from 
lunch which affects learning time. One parent commented the toilets were locked for the Royal Tea 
Party.  

3. There are lots of concerns regarding transition to junior school.  Will parents be notified of how 
transition will work? Yes – a letter is being produced to go out to explain the transition process to 
parents/ carers. 

4. Are the children reminded about stranger danger? Yes – this is part of our PSHE curriculum and we 
also do getting lost and road safety for Year 2’s in the last half term before Summer holidays. There 
was some confusion over the text message sent out regarding the recent incident with a child and a 
van. The number was different to the usual number expected. This should be resolved now we use 
Parentmail. 

5. It would have been nice to get more information regarding Parentmail and how it will work.  Parents 
don’t know what to expect or if it is working properly.  Some parents were concerned about their 
information being passed on from the school. This is being rolled out slowly too make sure it goes 
well and has started with e-mails, texts and absences in Nursery, Reception and Year 1. It is 
planned to extend it to making payments with credit cards, surveys, trip and other consent forms and 
booking parents meeting times. We are encouraging parents to use the app. So far 33% have done 
this. We have been assured that is no data protection issue with the process and many schools 
already use the system successfully.  

6. People are parking dangerously in Poynings and surrounding areas. Is there any way that this could 
be monitored with someone moving people on? We will mention again in the next Head’s newsletter. 
From experience people can be quite stubborn and rude when spoken to directly. Some schools 
have produced life sized cut-outs of children and put them on zigzags to deter drivers. Year 2 could 
also produce some posters to be displayed as part of their road safety learning.  

7. Is there going to be any opportunity for children to do the balance bike course if they missed it in 
Reception? The timetable is very busy in scheduling this in other year groups, also additional staff 
are needed. There is a ‘Just Ride’ scheme run at Garans £2 per child for 2 hours with bikes and 
accessible bikes provided for children to ride around the track. The school will sign post this to 
parents. 

8. Poynings entrance gets very busy, is it possible to suggest people walk in single file to try and ease 
the congestion. Will add request to next newsletter and to new parents in September. 

9. Absence in term time approval – what are exceptional circumstances. The Headteacher will take 
each case individually.  

10. INSET allocation – could we put the 5 together to help parents take holiday at lower prices. Training 
done in a full 5 day period is overwhelming for staff and not flexible enough to deal with identified 
priorities as they arise. The dates enable us to carry out important training annually for all staff 
including new staff in September. We agree the dates for all Portico schools for 4 of the 5 well in 
advance to reduce inconvenience to parents/ carers.  

11. Scooters and bikes on school grounds. Still children riding and scooting. Suggested that a member 
of staff could walk round at pick up and drop off to police it. We have included it in newsletters and 
been walking the site with very temporary success. Some parents are not taking responsibility for 
their children and leaving it to staff to apply the rules. Please speak to you parents and ask for 
support with this. 



12. Often find cat/fox poo on the walkways at the start of the day. Site staff have now been asked to tour 
the whole route at the start of each day and remove. (Some areas were being missed) 

13. Sickness policy going back to 48hours clear of symptoms according to new handbook. To clarify and 
to say that we have not had an update about this. This changed a good while ago and parents were 
informed at that stage. The website also gives the same information and new parents have it in their 
school handbook at the start of the year now. 

14. Disappointment that no arrangements were made re book repair and tidy. Please don’t be 
disappointed – we have not been in a position to have things ready for this. The Literacy lead will be 
in school over half term to get the books ready for helpers and we will then ask for help and suggest 
dates.  

15. Nit policy stating that children are allowed to attend school IF they have been treated. How is this 
upheld in reality? In part it relies on parents to do what we ask. If we see no improvement we do 
challenge parents and ask if they need further guidance which we signpost.  

16. Could sports day be more of an event. Always feels a bit rushed. Consideration will be given to this 
for next year, however sports day has already been diarised for this year. The Year 2 event is in the 
afternoon to give them longer. They have more stamina and cope better if the weather gets hotter. 

17. Could the school provide Holiday Clubs? There is a holiday club being run by an outside provider 
over the Summer for up to 4 weeks this year. Information will be sent out after halfterm. 

18. Thinking about the near cancellation of the Gruffalo trip. In future could there be the possibility of 
payment options (for those who are struggling) e.g. £2 week or something similar. The finance team 
are thinking of offering this next year. We would plan to tell parents the total cost for the year of trips 
at the start of the year and we might be able to offer a payment system to make finding the monies 
easier to budget for. More to follow in the Autumn. 

19. White kite badges – suggestion we do stickers as many are not returned for the next child to wear. 
This sounds like a good idea, although the stickers would not last the whole week and can be lost 
easily. Providing they are only to go home at the end of the day this could work. We will trial starting 
next year. 

20. Reminder to Parent Council of help needed at PTA events. This Friday they need help selling drinks 
and snacks at Inflatables event. Help also needed on Mon 16th and Tues 17th after school selling 
refreshments for the Circus events. Contact Lyn Day via the Infant or Junior office. 

 
SCHOOL AGENDA ITEMS 
1. Secret Garden supervision: Please could parents supervise their children before and after school 

in the Secret Garden. Some children are being allowed to climb the trees and this is potentially 
very dangerous.   

2. Uniform Changes Proposal: We are proposing some changes which will give the children more 
individuality and choice in their school uniform and welcome parent/ carer views. The changes 
suggested are: 

 

 A choice of 6 different coloured polo shirts (white/ lime/ sun yellow/ sapphire/ French navy/ hot 
pink). No logo would be needed on these. They could be purchased from the school direct. The 
school would make no profit on these sales. White ones could be bought from wherever parents 
chose. 

 Burgundy sweat shirts and cardigans would remain the same. A logo could be added if the 
parent chooses. This would be our new infant logo in yellow. 

 
The colours are bright and modern and would all go well with the burgundy top and grey bottoms, 
maintaining a “Hamstel” look. 
 
Some of the parent council felt there were budgeting issues regarding this, too many colours may look 
messy and too many choices. There is already a good variety in the styles of uniform that the school 
allows the children to wear, including not having to have a logo on things. This already allowed for 
choice and for parents to select based on price where this was an issue. General agreement was that a 
choice of 3 colours (white/navy/burgundy) for polo shirts would be good especially as the darker 
colours are better at coping with stains/ marks. Parents were thanked for their thoughts and the school 
will reflect on this feedback. 
 
 
Next Meeting: Date to be confirmed. 

  
 


