
Weekly News

Sneak peek at our week

It has been wonderful to welcome so many parents, carers and family members 
in to school this week to share with us in our Harvest celebrations. We hope that 
you have enjoyed all that the children had prepared for you; wonderful singing, 
tasty food, their hard work really has paid off. Thank you for your very generous 
support with the wide variety of donations for HARP and Southend Food Bank, 
this has now been collected and will be distributed to those in need.
Please have a look at the dates for your diary – we have added some 
upcoming events and further details will be sent out nearer the time.

Year N - Nursery

This week our topic has been ‘Our Favourite Shape’. The children have been 
busy learning about 2D shapes by drawing them in shaving foam or on the 
chalk board. We have been searching for different shapes in the environment 
by going on a shape hunt.
We have been busy continuing to make friendships and have enjoyed playing 
some games such as Bears Like Honey and learning to take turns. 
This week’s Makaton signs: Square, circle and triangle.
If you are unsure on any of these signs please don’t hesitate to ask a member 
of staff or check Google.
REMINDER: When you are collecting your child from the morning session or 
dropping your child off in the afternoon, please do not lean over or call over to 
the children on the playground. We ask you not to do this for the children’s 
safety. Thank  you.

We have had a few children absent due to having a poorly tummy. A gentle 
reminder that the children aren’t allowed to come back to Nursery for 48 hours 
after their last motion. Thank you.

Year R - Reception

This week our topic has been ‘Blast Off!.’ We have been reading the story 
Whatever Next! We have been learning to talk about the story and answer how 
and why questions about what has happened in the story. We have enjoyed 
making our own rockets, either by drawing them, making them from cut out 
shapes or making a rocket using the numicon or peg boards. In Maths this 
week we have been learning to count forwards and backwards. We have 
been exploring numbers up to 5, counting different objects, and beginning to 
recognise how many objects there are without counting them. In handwriting 
lessons, we have been learning to draw loops and bridges.
How to support your child at home
Phonics
Sounds of the week: c, k, u, b, f
Red Words of the week: into, go
Maths
Practise counting forwards and backwards starting from different numbers.
Can you count out 4 or 5 objects? 
Can you say how many objects are in a group without counting them?
Handwriting
Continue to practise writing your name using your name writing pack. 
Remember to hold your pencil correctly and start and finish each letter in the 
right place.
REMINDER: Dates for your diary: Wednesday 16th October 9am: Phonics 
Workshop
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Dates for the diary

October

Monday 14th

Yr 2 nite owls

Wednesday 16th 

Reception parent workshop

Thursday 17th

Yr 1 reading workshop

Monday 21st 

Yr 2 Hyde Hall visit

Tuesday 22nd

Yr 2 Hyde Hall visit

Wednesday 23rd

Parents evening & book fair

Thursday 24th 

Parents evening & book fair

Monday 28th - Friday 1st 

November

Half term

November

Monday 4th

School individual photos

Tuesday 5th

Fireworks Display 5.30-7pm

Thursday 7th

Reception - Music workshop

Monday 11th

Remembrance service

Wednesday 27th November

Christmas Fair 3-5pm

December 

Friday 6th

Nursery Christmas Performance 

Tuesday 10th & Wednesday 11th

Year 1 Christmas Show

Thursday 12th & Friday 13th

Year 2 Christingle

Wednesday 18th

Flu immunisations

Thursday 19th 

Last day of term



Year 2

This week in Year 2, the children have enjoyed spending their time in the
Wildlife Area. They have been busy getting creative and making ‘Land Art’
and sculptures inspired by the artist Andrew Goldsworthy. The children used a
range of natural objects such as pine cones, twigs, leaves, shells and bark.
The children have worked collaboratively together and showed great ‘team
work’. Year 2 have also enjoyed Multicultural week and have been learning
about a chosen country in their classes. They have found out interesting facts
about their class country and written factual posters. The children loved their
cooking experiences and a big thank you to all the parents and carers who
were able t to attend the food tasting sessions. In Maths we have been
further developing our skills with addition and learning some new methods to
solve equations when adding a single to a 2-digit number. The children have
been challenging themselves to think about different methods and explaining
their chosen methods using mathematical vocabulary.
REMINDERS: Well done to all those children who have handed in their spelling
passport and jotter. Remember to hand it to your teacher on a Friday to
receive your stamp! Next week is Year 2 Outdoor Learning

Year 1

This week in Year 2 we have enjoyed celebrating harvest and multicultural
week. Thank you for all of your wonderful food donations. The children did so
well performing in their harvest assembly - well done Year 1! Each class have
enjoyed learning about their different countries and have enjoyed creating
different delicacies from their country. Thank you to all the parents and carers
who were able to attend our food tasting sessions. In English we have been
learning all about adjectives and have been writing descriptive sentences. In
Maths, we have been looking at number bonds to 10 and using different
methods to add.
REMINDERS: Outdoor Learning next week.
Well done to all those children who have completed their MyMaths
homework. Remember a new task will be set today!
Please ensure that all clothing items are labelled clearly with your child’s
name.

Outdoor Learning

Monday 7th

Heron

Tuesday 8th

Duck

Wednesday 9th

Dragonfly

Thursday 10th

Frog

Friday 11th

Newt

Dinner menu

Monday
R - Oriental Chicken Stir Fry with 
egg noodles. 
G - Vegetarian sausages with 
mashed potato in a Yorkshire 
Pudding with Gravy
P - Pasta with tomato & basil 
sauce
Carrots & sweetcorn
Summer Berry & Apple crumble 
with custard

Tuesday
R - Slow cooked shredded British 
pork taco with coriander brown 
rice & apple coleslaw
G - Balsamic caramelised red 
onion & cheddar cheese quiche 
with new potatoes
P - Jacket potato with cheddar 
cheese or tuna mayonnaise
Peas & cauliflower florets
Orange & courgette sponge with 
custard

Wednesday
R - Farm assured British Roast 
Beef, Yorkshire pudding & 
traditional gravy with rosemary 
roast potatoes

Wednesday continued…

G - Chickpea & Sweet potato 
falafel wrap with minted yoghurt 
slaw 
P -Wholemeal pasta with tomato 
& basil sauce
Roasted seasonal root 
vegetables & broccoli
Fruit flapjack

Thursday
R - Creamy British Chicken & 
Tarragon pie with mashed potato 
& gravy
G - Spinach, Mushroom & 
Mozzarella Lasagne with garlic 
bread shard
P - Jacket potato with cheddar 
cheese or tuna mayonnaise
Carrots & Green beans
Traditional chocolate sponge & 
chocolate custard

Friday
R - Fish Fingers & Chips with tartar 
sauce
G - Creamy Tagliatelle with 
creme fraiche & nut free pesto
P - Pasta with tomato & basil 
sauce
Baked beans & garden peas
Raspberry ripple ice cream

Weekly Attendance Award

Reception: Woodpecker– 98.4%

Year 1: Dragonfly – 98.2%

Year 2: Fox & Hedgehog tied on 

– 97.9%

School Uniform

Please be aware that we will 

be changing our school logo 

in the very near future to 

‘Hamstel Infant School’. So 

when buying embroidered 

uniform from Pauls or Crawlers 

you may notice the 

difference. Any remaining 

stock with ‘Hamstel School’ 

will be used first and is 

perfectly acceptable for 

school.

Christmas is coming…

Your child may have come 

home talking about Christmas 

already, we don’t want to 

spoil the surprise but the 

children have been working 

on a Christmas card design 

this week. Full details will follow 

at a later date.

New Parent Council Members

If you are interested in joining 

the Parent Council please 

speak to your child’s class 

teacher and fill in an expression 

of interest form.

Thank you.


