
Weekly News

Sneak peek at our week

Welcome back! We hope that you enjoyed the half-term break, the children

have returned full of energy and ready to learn. This week we have welcomed

lots of parents and carers in school for the Year 2 SATs meeting and Maths

workshops for Reception classes. For those that couldn’t attend details can be

found on the school website.

Next week we celebrate Book Week at Hamstel, you should all have received

lots of information from Mrs Tracy regarding all that is happening in school and

also ideas for sharing a love of reading with your child. Make a special note for

Friday 6th when children are invited to come into school dressed as one of their

favourite book characters, a parade will be held and some of us will even make

it into the Echo’s special feature, to be published Wednesday 11th March. In the

afternoon you are invited to join your child in class from 2.45pm.

Year N - Nursery

This week the children have been learning about weather and seasons. The

children have thoroughly enjoyed our experiment ‘Storm in a glass”, the

children have learnt that when the clouds get too heavy it will rain.

The children have played many games related to the weather such as

matching the snowballs to the number given, making a rainy day splatter

painting, making a rain shaker and playing weather related board games such

as Incy Wincy Spider.

It was lovely to see all the parents that attended today for our story sharing, we

would like to say thank you for your continuous support.

This week’s Makaton signs: Spring, Summer and winter

REMINDER: Polite reminder: Please can you ensure you do not call your older

children from the playground over to the Nursery area when collecting or

dropping off your children. Thank you. World book day: Friday 6th March.

Year R - Reception

This week we have been reading the story Penguin. In Science we have been
learning about freezing and melting. We have been exploring ice, observing
what happens when ice is left out in the classroom. In Art we have been
learning to make and draw our own Penguins and in English we have been
learning to write a short diary entry. In Maths we have been learning to
combine numbers using a number line. We have been learning to read
number sentences and use cubes or a number line to find the answer.

How to support your child at home:

Phonics

Continue to practise speedy sounds. Listen to your child read at least 5 times a
week. Read each book several times, trying to build speed and fluency.

Red Words of the week: some, come

Maths

Can you read a number sentence and use objects to find the answer. For
example

4 + 3 =

Handwriting

This week we have been learning to write the Zig, Zag Monster letters. This week
we have been practising the letter z. Have a go at home, remember to start at
the top and go across.

Please share any home learning on Tapestry for your teacher to see.
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Dates for the diary

March

Wednesday 4th 

Nursery Parent Tour - 10am

Collective worship with Rev Goodliff

Parents evening 3.30-7.30pm

Thursday 5th 

Nursery Parent Tour - 10am

Parents evening 3.30-6pm

Friday 6th

Costume Day – dress up as your 

favourite character

Share a Story Time @ 2.45pm

Deadline for ‘Story in a Jar’ 

Competition entries

Monday 9th

Nursery Parent Tour – 9.45am

Wednesday 11th

Collective worship with Rev Goodliff

Thursday 12th

Nursery Parent Tour - 10am

Friday 13th

SPSSA Gymnastics at Alleyn Court

Monday 16th

World Poetry Day

Wednesday 18th

Nursery Parent Tour - 10am

Thursday 19th

Nursery Parent Tour – 10am

Wednesday 25th

Collective worship with Rev Goodliff

Friday 27th

Music Festival

April

Monday 6th - Friday 17th

EASTER HOLIDAYS

Scooters/Bikes

Please can we remind all those

dropping off/picking up children to park

their bikes/scooters and walk while on

the school grounds.

This is for the safety and comfort of all.

Moved home?

New phone?

Let the school office know so as to

ensure we always have up to date

details for you.



Year 2

Welcome back to the Year 2 children! We hope they had an enjoyable half term
break. This week the children have thoroughly enjoyed finding out about how cars
have changed over time. We have spent time researching and finding out about
the different changes and who invented the first motor car. The children then
produced some informative factual writing comparing the changes. We have also
been putting the changes to the car in order on a timeline. In Maths this week, the
children have been consolidating their addition skills with previous learnt methods
and then took their learning further by learning how to ‘regroup’ when they have
too many ones. In PSHE we have been thinking about gender stereo types and
whether there are particular talents and skills boys or girls are better at or if they are
equal. This has led into some interesting discussions!

Year 1

Year 1 this week have enjoyed the new theme for this half term, ‘All creatures
great and small’. We have read ‘The Tale of Peter Rabbit’ by Beatrix Potter and
looked at the different animal characters in the story. We focused on Peter Rabbit
describing his appearance and his personality. The children really enjoyed Peter’s
mischievous behaviour. In Maths we have looked at halves and quarters, the
children have been recognising these fractions and have learnt how to find half of
a number. In Outdoor Learning, the children looked for the signs of Spring, seeing
daffodils, crocuses and blossom on the trees. They also enjoyed bird watching and
bug hunting. They used spotter sheets and books to try and identify the different
animals they saw.
A new My Maths activity has been set and your child should have their new

Spelling Passport to practise week 1 spellings at home.

Dinner menu
Monday 

R - Traditional cottage pie with red onion gravy
G -Vegetarian cottage pie with red onion gravy

P -Pasta with tomato & basil sauce or cheese sauce
Garden peas & carrots

Marble sponge with custard

Tuesday 
R - Mild chicken curry with rice

G - Baked sweet potato & spinach pasta in a mozzarella cheese sauce
P - Jacket potato with cheddar cheese

Cauliflower & green beans
Ice cream

Wednesday
R -British roast chicken, sage & onion stuffing & roast potatoes with traditional gravy

G - Five bean enchilada casserole with roast potatoes
P - Wholemeal pasta with vegetarian bolognese sauce

Roasted seasonal root vegetables & broccoli
Poached apple & pear crumble with custard

Thursday
R - British beef burger in a bun with homemade tomato relish & hand cut potato 

wedges
G - Vegetarian burger in a bun with homemade tomato relish & hand cut potato 

wedges
P - Jacket potato with cheddar cheese or tuna mayonnaise

Sweetcorn & coleslaw
Carrot cake with custard

Friday
R - Fish finger & Chips

G - Vegetable frittata & chips
P - Pasta with tomato & basil sauce

Baked beans & garden peas
Baked banana flapjack

Weekly Attendance Award

Reception:  Kingfisher / Peacock 

joint on 98.7%

Year 1: Heron – 98.7%

Year 2: Fox – 96.8%

Outdoor learning

Monday 2nd

Kingfisher

Tuesday 3rd

Woodpecker

Wednesday 4th

Owl

Thursday 5th

Peacock

Friday 6th

Swan

Parents’ Evenings and Book Fair

Next week we will have our

Parents’ evenings on Wednesday

and Thursday after school,

bookings for this close on

ParentMail over the weekend, so

if you have not yet arranged a

time to meet with your child’s

teacher please do so as soon as

possible. If you are unable to

book through ParentMail please

contact the school office who will

be happy to help.

Our Book Fair will be open each

afternoon from Wednesday 4th to

Tuesday 10th after school in the

foyer. Please come and have a

look, every book bought raises

commission for the school, which

we then turn into more books for

the children in school.

Please note clubs after school on

Wednesday 4th and Thursday 5th

WILL NOT take place, with the

exception of the paid for after

school club.

The paid for after school club

provision will be held in the

Childrens Centre on both these

evenings – Wednesday 4th &

Thursday 5th. If using this service

please collect your child from the

Childrens Centre outside door,

accessed through the secret

garden entrance.

Important Reminder – No Vaping/Smoking

Please be reminded that the school grounds are a ‘No Smoking & Vaping 

zone’. 

We kindly ask that parents/carers do not smoke or vape on or near our school 

entrances. Smoking or vaping near the entrances makes it very difficult for 

others using the premises to avoid the smoke/fumes as they also walk into 

school via these points.


