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                       Thursday, 21 May 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you are all keeping safe and well. Last week I wrote to all of the parents and carers to share information 
on how the school is planning to increase pupil numbers being welcomed back safely to school from 1st June. 
Thank you to all of you who responded and from this I received lots of very helpful feedback and questions. It has 
been an extremely busy last 3 weeks meeting with the senior staff to find what we believe is the right solution for 
our children, families and staff. As a result I have put together a Frequently Asked Questions document below 
which will hopefully go some way to answering your questions and queries raised.  
 
Frequently Asked Questions  
 
Is the answer that parents have provided in the survey binding?  
No, we sent this survey out to give us an indication of the number of pupils who may be returning but we 
appreciate that your decision may change. Many parents have, understandably, indicated that they wish to wait 
to see the most up to date government data before making a firm decision. Nearer the time we will ask for a more 
definite response, this will be towards the end of next week.  
 
How many days will the children be in school?  
Due to the number of children who will be returning and the number of teaching spaces and adults in school we 
will be returning on a part time basis. This allows for the proposed growth in pupil numbers which has been 
identified in the government’s ambition that all primary school children will be in school for the last month of the 
school year. The teachers have worked hard to split their class into two groups of no more than 15 children in 
each, these groups will be referred to as ‘bubbles’.  
 
Do they have to start back on 1st June or is there the option to return at a later date?  
Where parents make the decision that their child will not return on 1st June, there will be the option for them to 
return at a later date.  
 
How are the ‘bubbles’ going to work? Are we going to be sorting them by friendship groups?  
The class groups (bubbles) have been considered on gender, ability and where possible friendship groups. We 
have given further thought to splitting the days for different year groups.  
Reception children - one half of the class will return on Monday and Tuesday, the second half of the class will 
come in on Wednesday and Thursday. On Friday we will use the time for deep cleaning and time for planning, 
preparation for the next week and ensuring there is work set for children yet to return who remain at home.  
Year 1 children - one half of the class will return on Tuesday and Wednesday, the second half of the class will come 
in on Thursday and Friday. On Monday we will use the time for deep cleaning and time for planning, preparation 
for the next week and ensuring there is work set for children yet to return who remain at home. 
 
Whilst this does not mean that children will be in school full time, the advantage of this approach is that it ensures 
that every child will be taught by their class teacher and other familiar adults in their own classroom or base.  
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We will inform you which class group and days of the week your child will be able to come into school. Other 
consideration has been made for siblings in the school and days have been adjusted to accommodate siblings on 
the same days, wherever possible. 
We are extremely fortunate that all our Reception and Year 1 classes have toilets and sinks for hand washing 
integral to them, which decreases the need for any movement outside of the classes. 
All classrooms and bases have external doors which gives us the opportunity to have greater access to learning 
outdoors. Details of how the classes will be split will follow and all Teachers will be providing children with a social 
story which will explain how the classroom will look and what to expect.  
 
Those children who are the children of critical and key workers and will require more than the two days allocated 
to all children will still be eligible for the childcare that we have offered over the past eight weeks. We are treating 
each day as a new day as we are upholding not mixing groups during the day. The children requiring additional 
childcare will therefore be able to spend two days with their class and the remaining days of the week with the 
other children of key workers. Some of these children have been attending school over the last nine weeks with 
absolutely no concerns raised. It is important that these children also have access to their teacher and classroom 
for continuity. The newly formed ‘bubbles’ have not worked together previously and each day other children may 
join their designated group as circumstances may change and more parents decide to send their child back.  
 
If my child is in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 and they don’t return after half term will they still be set work?  
Yes, Teachers and Nursery Staff will continue to post work on our website as well as the weekly challenges and 
another home learning pack will be posted for children who are not returning to school. As you will understand, 
however, it will be harder for the teachers’ to respond to work and answer questions during the school day as 
they will be in school.  
 
What is provision going to look like for siblings in Nursery and Year 2?  
For children in Nursery and Year 2 we will continue to use our website and Parentmail to share work as has been 
the case throughout the closure period. The government ambition is that these year groups will be reintegrated 
to school in the weeks following half term and we will keep you informed of the timetable for this as the 
government share it with us. With the way we have planned the part time return we will have the capacity to be 
able to welcome all children back for 2 days per week with their class teacher / nursery keyworker and other 
familiar adults for the remainder of the term. 
 
Will parents be fined for not sending their children back after half term?  
No, for parents who choose not to send their children in from 1st June, the government have made it clear that 
they will not be issuing any fines.  
 
Are staff going to be wearing masks / PPE?  
The guidance that was issued to schools last week stated that there was no requirement for school staff to wear 
face masks in school. All members of staff who provide first aid support or intimate care will be provided with 
face shields.  
 
Are children allowed /encouraged to wear face masks?  
No, children in school will not be allowed to wear face masks. DFE advice issued last week states  
Face coverings (or any form of medical mask where instructed to be used for specific clinical reasons) should not 
be worn in any circumstance by those who may not be able to handle them as directed (for example, young 



 

 

children, or those with special educational needs or disabilities) as it may inadvertently increase the risk of 
transmission.  
Coronavirus (COVID-19): implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings.  
 
How are the school going to enforce social distancing measures?  
We will be encouraging children within school to stay a safe distance apart from other children and members of 
staff at all times. Whilst we recognise that this is one of the biggest challenges to the children returning to school, 
in particular our youngest children, we believe that it is important for the safety of other children and staff 
members that we are consistent in the message that children should refrain from any physical contact with others. 
As parents this is a message we would ask you to reiterate to your child in the days leading up to the children’s 
return.  
 
Are we going to be able to hold children’s hands and/or physically comfort them if they are upset or unsettled?  
No, for their own safety and the safety of others, staff members have been advised to uphold social distancing 
within school as much as possible and they should not hold hands or make physical contact with children unless 
it is required in order to keep a child safe or prevent them from hurting themselves or another child. We will be 
using ‘marshmallow hugs’ and ‘marshmallow high 5’s’ for praise and support, this is something you could practice 
at home. 
 
How are the timings going to work?  
We are in the process of establishing staggered start and end times for each of the year groups and we will share 
with you nearer the time. We will be aiming to reduce congestion at the school gate and on pavements outside 
the school and we would ask parents/carers to support us in this by leaving the immediate area as soon as you 
have dropped off/collected your child.  
 
Is provision and teaching going to be the same as it was prior to the lockdown?  

 By the very nature of the arrangements which it has been necessary to put in place, the education and teaching 
will look and feel very different to how it was prior to the closure. Classroom environments will be spread out 
and children will be working independently at tables rather than interacting with peers in pairs or groups in 
the way that they have been used to.  

 The children will undertake much of the same work that the children at home will receive. In the interests of 
hygiene and reducing the spread of infection, we are going to be required to limit the amount of physical 
resources that the children will be touching. Children will have a chair that they alone will use over the course 
of the day and learning outside the classroom will be required to have much greater structure than previously. 

 Classrooms have had all fabric covered items removed, including rugs, soft toys and fabric coverings. The sofas 
in the classrooms have had new vinyl covers replacing the fabric ones and the medical bed has had vinyl sheets 
and pillow cases provided. 

 All classrooms have been equipped with basic first aid resources and plastic aprons, gloves and sanitizer sprays 
are available for cleaning down surfaces throughout the day. 

 All resources, pencil, scissors, exercise books, cubes, other resources your child will use in school will be 
supplied in an individual plastic wallet, named for each child to reduce any sharing of these items. 

 We would ask that children do not bring in their book bags or any other bags as plastic wallets will be provided 
for transporting reading books etc. between home and school. We also ask that the children take home any 
wellies left in school and their P.E. bags. You will be notified of the days children will be doing P.E. and we ask 



 

 

that children attend school in their P.E. kit for that day, to reduce changing and any cross contamination of 
clothing. 

 
Will the children still be given time for the daily mile in the morning and at play at lunchtime?  
Children will still be provided with breaks in the morning and at lunchtime, however these will be timetabled and 
pre-planned for all classes. At these times children will, once again, be encouraged to maintain social distance 
from the other children. We will stagger the timings of these in order that the bubbles of children do not mix.  
 
What will my child eat? 
We have been in contact with our catering company Pabulum and we will be reinstating Universal Infant Free 
School Meals for all children from when we re-open. There will be a reduced choice of menu but we feel it is 
important to be able to provide the children with a nutritionally balanced meal during the day, so please do not 
send your child in with a packed lunch, this will be the same arrangement for key worker children from this point. 
All classroom cups have been thoroughly cleaned and each child will have a named cup to use for drinking water 
throughout the day. Our Magic Breakfast scheme will be reinstated to allow access to bagels and cereals as before. 
We are awaiting confirmation of the reinstatement of the free fruit / vegetables and Cool Milk for those who are 
eligible to be confirmed too. 
 
Will we be monitoring the children’s temperatures when they come into school?  
We would ask you as the responsible adult for your child to monitor your child’s temperature each day before 
they come to school and keep your child at home if they display a high temperature or any of the other common 
symptoms of Covid-19. If any child falls ill during the day or is showing any signs of Covid-19 we have a dedicated 
room, with windows for ventilation, a sink and a toilet included in the room where a child can wait whilst we 
phone parents to come and collect. Other children who may require medical attention for usual childhood 
ailments will be escorted to the medical room again to await parents being phoned to collect them. There has 
been updated training for staff for minor first aid which can be carried out in the classrooms, bases or Nursery. 
 
Will Breakfast Club and Afterschool Club be running from 1st June? 
We will continue to offer Breakfast Club for children of key workers only during this period. Currently we will not 
be restarting our After School Club but we will review this should the situation change. Information will follow 
informing you when this provision will be restarting and who will be able to access it. 
 
An insight to some of the changes that have taken place: 
 
There are line markings now indicating direction of movement 
around the external areas of the school. Each Year Group will need 
to follow the ‘route’ for dropping off and collecting children.  
These have been carefully thought out to ease access and egress 
to the classrooms and Nursery.  
Each Year Group will have their ‘route’ explained in greater detail. 
 



 

 

Classrooms have had furniture removed to allow greater access around the classroom and encourage social 
distancing. Rugs and soft furnishings have been removed to allow increased cleaning of surfaces throughout the 
day. 

 
 
All corridors and areas of circulation have been 
marked with anti-slip hazard tape to encourage 
social distancing. Again we are fortunate in all 
classrooms, nursery and bases have external 
doors and any movement of bubbles will be 
together through external doors. All book 
boxes have been removed from the corridors 
and staff will select books for the children, 
these will be cleaned before and after use. Fire 
doors along the corridors will be closed as they all have full view panels so they can be seen 
through easily, again to restrict movement. 
 
Please bear with us through these new ways of working. These are new routines for children, but also for our 
staff.  
 
We will be sending through staggered times for drop off and collection for each class, we ask that you try to be 
prompt and adhere to these times to ease the access around the school. We will not be able to monitor the roads 
and pavements around the school so ask you to be aware of social distancing before accessing the site too.  
 
Drop off and collection of children may well take longer so please be patient and follow the routes directed for 
the safety and well-being of everyone on site. If you do not follow requests to stay on planned routes you may be 
asked not to attend our site. We want everyone to feel safe and for the children to be happy returning to school. 
If your child becomes anxious when dropping off please do not hold up the line but continue round the route 
again to calm your child.  
 
I am sorry if all of this sounds rather regimented but we need to make sure it works and we have not tried this 
before. If at any time there is anything that does not quite work to plan we will review it. If there are any changes 
in the local or national circumstances that may pose a threat to your child being in school I will not have any 
hesitation in closing the school in response if directed to do so. 
 



 

 

We are following Government guidance very carefully, which has changed many times up to this point where we 
feel we are able to offer the safest environment we can for the children to return. We have carried out very 
detailed risk assessments as we have been required to do which are overseen by the Trust and the Local Authority. 
We are required to enter daily returns for the Department for Education and the Local Authority for any trends 
to be monitored. 
 
I would not make the decision to welcome children and staff back unless I felt we were able to do so in a safe and 
calm manner. 
 
We look forward to welcoming your child back. 
 

 
 
Lisa Clark 
Headteacher 

 


