
Happy New Year and welcome back! 
All the children have started back to school and have settled in well again, they are looking really 

smart, thank you. I trust you all had a fabulous time over the Christmas holidays and were able to 

grab some quality family time together. There never seems to be enough time to fit everything in 

over such a short period of time and with New Year celebrations too time seems to have sped by 

very quickly this year. We are looking forward to the activities we have planned for the next couple 

of months; History off the Page visit for Year 1, relatives afternoon tea for Reception 

and World Book Day. 
 

Important Dates this term: 

 

Forecast of Bad Weather! 
With the warnings of bad weather coming, please ensure your child has warm clothing, especially a 

warm coat, hat, scarf, gloves – all named please. Gloves are the worst offenders at being lost – 

perhaps it might be useful to ‘string’ them through the arms of the coat so they are secure? Footwear 

is also important – please make sure your child has a spare pair of Wellies at home in 

case it’s wet to be able to wear to school.  

Please label everything - our lost property box gets full of hats, gloves and scarves with 

no names!   

Bad Weather Procedure: In the event of bad weather please listen out to 

announcements via the radio stations for any closure information. We have traditionally been able to 

stay open when other schools have closed, but we can never predict this! We would in the event 

endeavour to send a ParentMail out to parents so please ensure we have your correct details. Local 

radio stations are: BBC Essex, Southend Radio and Heart Essex. Please do not try to phone the radio 

stations as it is always very difficult for schools to contact.  

Every Friday After School  

Open House in classrooms 
 

A reminder that parents and carers are invited to 

join their child in the classrooms at 3.10pm every 

Friday to spend 10 minutes to find out about 

what they have been learning during 

the week and show you some of their 

work. The children really enjoy this 

opportunity and we would encourage 

you to pop in to the classroom each 

Staffing 
We would like to extend a very warm welcome 

to Mrs Owen as our new Teaching Assistant in 

Otter Class. I know she is looking forward to 

working with the children and meeting parents.   

We said a sad farewell to Miss Robinson, our 

Early Years Manager on Friday 11th January who 

has been with Hamstel for many years. We wish 

her all the best with her next adventures. She 

will be missed. 

Friday 15th February: INSET Day (school closed to 

pupils) 

Monday 18th to Fri 22nd Feb:  Half Term Holiday 

Monday 4th March: Open Evening and Book Fair, 

3.30-7.30pm 

Tuesday 5th March: Open Evening and Book Fair, 

3.30-5pm 

Friday 5th April:  Last day of Spring term Monday 8th to Monday 22nd April: Easter Holiday 

 

Whole School News 
Newsletter 04 11th January 2019 



 

 

 
Absence from school 

We actively promote the value of regular attendance and celebrate good attendance. Children who  

regularly attend school learn more effectively and make friends more easily.  Parents or carers are  

responsible for ensuring their children receive an education and that they attend school regularly.  Please 

see below a reminder of the process and policies with regard to school absences: 

If your child is unwell:   

Please notify the school as early as possible on the first day of absence, giving a reason for the absence and 

the date on which you expect your child to return.  Absence can be reported in the following ways: 

 Telephoning 01702 468461 and leaving a message on the answerphone 

 Using Absences on ParentMail 

 Handing a note to the class teacher 

 Visiting the school office 

On your child’s return to school following an absence of any kind please provide a note explaining the 

absence to be given to the class teacher (in addition to the original telephone call).   

All absences from school are recorded on your child’s school record.  If we do not know why your  child is 
absent we will contact you on the day and request a reason for absence.   

Thank you for your co-operation.   
 

Singing in the Community 
Well done to our Year 2 Singing Club who visited  the 

Whittingham House and Boulevard Lodge residential 

homes in December to sing Christmas 

songs for the residents. The children 

performed beautifully and were a credit to 

our school. The residents really appreciated 

our choir sharing the joy of Christmas with 

them.    

Year Group Week Beginning 

Year 2 
7th January 

28th January 

Year 1 
14th January 

4th February 

Reception 
21st January 

11th February 

Outdoor Learning 
PLEASE ensure that your child is in clothes that you don’t mind 

getting muddy.  Please do not send them in their best or new 

items. This is a day for them to enjoy the great outdoors!  If 

the weather gets cold or rainy please make sure they wear 

warm layers and have a warm coat or waterproof jacket. Welly 

boots should be sent into school for use throughout the year.  

Please see dates for this half term - please remember to check 

your child’s classroom door for their outdoor learning and 

swimming days.  

Head lice 
Please could we ask parents to check your 

children’s hair regularly for head lice and treat if 

required. Head lice should be treated as soon as 

you spot them, through wet combing or 

medicated lotions or sprays. 

Further guidance is available from any local 

chemist or by visiting www.nhs.uk. 

Hamstel Children’s Centre 
We have been asked to remind you that the seating area in the Children’s Centre is for visitors to the 

Children’s Centre or for parents waiting for arranged meetings in the school only. Can we please ask parents 

not to use this area as a waiting area before pick up. The toilet in the Children Centre is for emergency use 

only, our school children are able to use the school toilets should this be necessary. Thank you for your 

understanding. 


