
Weekly News

Sneak peek at our week

All the children are now well settled into the routine of the new school year and 
it has been another busy week at Hamstel. We have been so fortunate with the 
continued lovely weather this week and Year 1 have really enjoyed their 
Outdoor Learning sessions. 
On Thursday we had a very special visit from the Learning Programme for Hares 
about Town 2020. Hares about town is a trail of large ‘Hare’ sculptures which are 
coming to the streets of Southend. Schools and learning groups in Southend will 
become involved with the project by contributing a smaller Hare sculpture 
called a ‘leveret’ and these leverets will complement the Hares about Town 
event. In order to allow us to take part in this borough wide programme the 
Hamstel schools both have their own leveret, which has been sponsored for us 
by the Head Teacher of Southchurch Academy, Mr Stuart Reynolds. Thank you 
very much Mr Reynolds! Each school will design and decorate their leveret and 
we look forward to completing the project by having it displayed on a mini trail, 
called the ‘happy creating’ trail. Look out for future developments in the 
project.
In today’s Echo you will find a lovely full page spread of the Year 1 Dinosaur 
Workshop which took place last week. 
We wish you a lovely weekend.

Year N - Nursery

This week in Nursery we have continued to learn our Nursery 
expectations by remembering to have kind hands and feet, 
quiet voices and walking feet inside the Nursery. Over the week 
we have had many activities for the children to take part in, such 
as: Painting a picture, singing and dancing, exploring musical 
instruments, shape games and counting games. Throughout 
carpet sessions we have been focussing on the children listening 
and joining in with stories, playing ‘I Spy a Colour’ and singing 
number rhymes.
Makaton signs of the week: ‘Toilet’, ‘Mummy’ and ‘Daddy’.

Year R - Reception

This week we have been reading the story The Ugly Duckling. As 
part of our learning we have been thinking about the journey 
that we have been on from being babies to starting big school. 
We have learnt the names of different parts of the body and 
haveused these words to describe how we have changed since 
we were babies. We have started our RWInc lessons this week, 
we have been learning one new sound a day! We have also 
been learning how to hold our pencils correctly, we have been 
practising drawing straight lines as well as starting to form some 
of the letters we have been learning in RWInc. We also enjoyed 
our first PE lesson and had a great time exploring the Adventure 
Trail!
How to support your child at home
Please support your child by practising the sounds and red words 
of the week.
Sounds of the week: m, a, s, d, t
Red Words of the week: I, no
Continue to listen to your child read at least 5 times a week. 
Please write in their home school book when you have read with 
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Dates for the Diary

September

Monday 23rd 

Swimming starts for Reception 

classes.

Monday 30th – Friday 4th

Multicultural Week

October

Monday 14th

Year 2 Nite Owls Photography

Wednesday 16th

Reception Workshop

Thursday 17th

Year 1 Reading Workshop

Monday 21st 

Yr 2 Hyde Hall visit

Tuesday 22nd

Yr 2 Hyde Hall visit

Wednesday 23rd

Parents Evening & Book Fair

Thursday 24th

Parents Evening & Book Fair

Monday 28th - Friday 1st 

Half term

November

Monday 4th – Friday 8th

WW1 Focus Week

Monday 4th

School photos

Monday 11th – Friday 15th

Friendship Week

Monday 25th – Friday 29th

Enterprise Week

December 

Wednesday 18th

Flu vaccinations

Thursday 19th 

Last day of term

Friday 20th - Friday 3rd January

Christmas break



Year 2

This week Year 2 have been busy learning about the features of 
a diary entry in Literacy and then writing their own diary entry in 
the voice of Alice and about her adventures in Wonderland.  In 
Maths the children have been working hard developing their 
understanding of 2-digit numbers and comparing them using 
the language, greatest and smallest.  The children have been 
introduced to the greater and less than symbols < > and have 
been applying them to compare numbers.  We have continued 
with our focus on maps and the children have enjoyed 
producing some excellent maps of the school.  They have used 
google maps to identify places from an aerial view of the 
school grounds.  The children have also designed their own 
Wonderland maps applying symbols and a key.  Great work in 
Year 2!

Year 1

This week we have enjoyed outdoor learning; we made 
dinosaur fossils out of clay and built dinosaur habitats using 
natural materials. We have been looking at dinosaur body parts 

and classifying dinosaurs as carnivore or herbivores. In Maths, 
we have been looking at comparing numbers to 10 using the 
words more and less. 

Reminders: Please ensure that boys are wearing swimming 
trunks and not baggy shorts for swimming. 

Outdoor Learning

Monday 23rd

Kingfisher

Tuesday 24th

Woodpecker

Wednesday 25th

Owl

Thursday 26th

Peacock

Friday 27th

Swan

ParentMail

We use ParentMail as an 

important  form of 

communication between school 

and home. You may be aware 

that we have had some 

technical issues with this since the 

start of term, we are hopeful that 

these have now been resolved 

and we thank you for your 

patience and understanding.

Reminder

If you change mobile telephone 

or email address please do let us 

know as soon as possible. A form 

can be completed/collected 

from the school office.

Polite Notice

We ask that when you are 

waiting outside the school that 

consideration is given to all those 

using the public footpaths. Please 

leave plenty of room for others to 

easily move along the path, 

especially those who may need a 

little more space i.e. children’s 

buggies, wheelchairs etc. 

Thank you for your cooperation.

Dinner menu

Monday 
R - Herby spaghetti & marinara 
meatballs with sweet tomato & 
basil sauce
G - Five bean chilli with lime 
infused brown rice
P - Pasta with tomato & basil 
sauce
Carrots & garden peas
Caramelised apple & raisin 
crumble with custard

Tuesday 
R - Mild chicken masala with 
yellow rice
G - Country vegetable cottage 
pie topped with herby sweet 
potato
P - Jacket potato with cheddar 
cheese or tuna mayonnaise
Broccoli & sweetcorn
Sticket ginger cake with custard

Wednesday
R - Slow roasted gammon, apple 
& rosemary chutney, traditional 
gravy with roast potatoes
G - Teriyaki noodles with stir fried 
vegetables & mixed beans

Wednesday continued….
P - Wholemeal pasta with tomato 
& basil sauce
Roasted seasonal root 
vegetables & seasonal cabbage
Vanilla shortbread biscuit

Thursday
R - British beef burger in a bun 
with homemade BBQ relish & new 
potatoes
G - Red lentil & cheese loaf with a 
rich tomato sauce & new 
potatoes
P - Jacket potato with cheddar 
cheese or tuna mayonnaise
Classic coleslaw & sliced tomato 
salad
Traditional lemon sponge with 
custard

Friday
R - Fish fingers & chips with tartar 
sauce
G - Free range egg, cheese & 
vegetable frittata
P - Pasta with tomato & basil 
sauce & grated cheese
Baked beans & garden peas
Raspberry ripple ice cream

Weekly Attendance Award

Reception:  Peacock – 99.7%

Year 1: Duck – 97.9%

Year 2: Fox - 99%

Medicines

Any medicines for your child must 

be brought to the school office so 

that a Medication Consent Form 

can be completed. The office 

staff will then ensure that the class 

teacher is informed of any 

requirements.


