
Parent Council Meeting Minutes 
 
Friday 29th June – 9.00am Staff Room 
Present: Jenny Bambrook (Hedgehog); Hayley Rolfe (Heron); Rahil Butt (Frog); Jane Stacey (Newt); 
Hannah Goodliff (Swan); Jackie Dillnutt (Chair); Laurie Soane (Clerk);  
Apologies: Mathula Aravindan (Kingfisher); Lee Dawson (Dragonfly);  Natalie Hasler (Squirrel); 
Beverley King (Otter); Saadia Choudhury (Owl); Clarissa Brennan (Peacock); Nina Kirby-Duboux 
(Badger); Joanne Crawley (Duck); Kerry Phillips (Woodpecker); 

 
1. Please can the school be more considerate to working parents, changing and cancelling events 
when holiday / work cover has been arranged is extremely frustrating for everyone involved. 
Apologies for some of the changes. Some of this was in response to requests to have a more relaxed 
timetable so we have stretched the sessions over 2 days. We then found a clash with the Juniors. Will 
do better next time!  
2. Please can teachers update tapestry more often with individual updates rather than group ones. 
Tapestry will be scheduled to update as part of planning meetings in future. 
3. Please can parents be pulled to one side by the teacher when discussing their child’s behaviour as 
opposed to being told in front of a sea of parents still waiting to collect their children. 
This is an expectation of staff – we will discuss this at staff meetings. 
4. Would like to see a bit more recognition for the hard work children put into the holiday topics, such 
as the fire of London, my son did some homework for it but didn’t get any recognition. 
The Parent Council agreed that there is recognition of homework projects – perhaps someone got 
missed? 
5. The corner just past the office entrance on the way to year two classes is very congested at drop off 
and pick up. Could the storage unit and a wire basket in front of the shed be relocated to ease this? 
This has been done and we are removing other items over the next few days to make it even better. 
The Children’s Centre no longer have the capacity to maintain their outdoor area so we will be keeping 
the area under our own supervision.  
6. Could there be alcohol hand gel available for the children whilst they are queuing for their lunch? 
Children wash their hands before going to lunch. I will check if they can wash their hands again if 
coming from the field. Hand gel for up to 450 children daily has significant cost implications for our very 
stretched budget.  
7. Swimming contingency; now sorted but what is long term plan if swimming teacher remains off? 
We now have 2 teachers that we can contact to check availability in the event of absence although 
Summer is a very busy time for swim teachers. 
8. Is the school disco a free event? When will tickets be available and if there is a charge what is this to 
allow parents to budget? 
Disco letters have gone out. The cost is £3:50 and is the same as last year. 
9. Can the circus tickets sale times vary as difficult to purchase it you take your child to breakfast club 
and don’t collect? 
They have been sold on different days and times. They have dealt with some ticket requests directly 
through classes where there have been issues with parents getting there. 
10. What are the rules re drinking in class? Parents are concerned that children are particularly thirsty 
when leaving school. Can own drink bottles be bought in to drink as and when? 
Children are offered time to drink through the day – I will remind staff again that they should up the 
frequency in this hot weather.  
11. Can we have an update on the uniform change please?  Will it be changing and when? 
We are asking that the children wear trainers rather than plimsolls for PE in future. Based on parent 
feedback we will keep to the current uniform for other clothing. A member of the Parent Council wanted 
to clarify the use of tracksuits as their child has not warn it after it being provide. It was suggested that 
the dress code be re-circulated showing when certain items are needed.  
12. Maths homework (on paper) stopped suddenly a while ago and homework on Db Primary is not 
very consistent either.  Could homework be sent home regularly please? 
Year 2 have had a lot to do in relation to getting the children ready for SATs and took the decision to 
reduce the pressure on the children in relation to their homework. They agree it would have helped to 
inform parents and they will ensure this happens next year if the same thing happens. Db Primary 
consistency has been an issue and we are putting in some discrete time in planning for teachers to 
update Db Primary starting from September. A member of the Parent Council said they were not 
informed as to when phonics week was. It was suggested it go on the calendar on the website but 
there was some concern it might put undue pressure on the children as it is not necessarily a true 
reflection on their ability.  



13.We enjoyed the lunches with our children - thank you - will this be offered at the beginning of the 
term to new reception parents as could be beneficial when talking to your child and encouraging them 
to try food. 
There has been very good feedback on the lunch experience generally. We intend to continue this offer 
next year in the Summer. Reception children take some time to get used to lunch time routines and can 
find separation from parents difficult early in the year. As a result we would not have parents in so early 
as the Autumn term. A member of the Parent Council asked if the bands were washed. – Yes they are 
very regularly! 
14.Can Open Door Friday be either on a different day for different year groups, or keep it to Friday and 
do open door every 3rd week (like outdoor learning weeks) so that parents with children in other years 
don’t have to miss one out. 
Open House sessions are on Fridays as they are at the end of the week so children can show 
outcomes of their week and different days are not possible for staff who have meetings and clubs to 
run on other days. Please feel free to alternate if needed.  
15.One parent has said that she feels there are too many events in the school calendar requiring 
parents to attend and that this is difficult for working parents who have limited holiday. 
The range of events are part of our engagement with parents and many are at the direct request of 
parents for more information. Much of this is then put on our website for those who cannot attend. 
16. Many of the parents feel that the school photos are poorly done and expensive. Lots of parents do 
not like the style of the class photos and would prefer a more traditional composition. 
This has been shared with the office and we will try to assess opinions prior to booking the next one. 
17. Can the drain cover in the walkway between the Infant's Office and Juniors (on the way to the 
Reception Classes) be mended? Many of the children stand on it as they are passing and it is rather 
unstable. 
We have passed this request on to the Juniors. 
18. Can the PA system in the infant’s hall be improved? Whilst it is very helpful to come to parent’s 
talks at the school, it is often very difficult to hear/follow what is going on. 
No money currently to upgrade but we will ensure the current system is working correctly. 
19. The cursive writing that the children are taught is very complicated. Some parents feel that the 
children struggle with it in the early years could the school review the effectiveness of this approach? 
The school had a Year 2 moderation this year and the quality of handwriting was mentioned as a 
particular strength compared to many other schools seen. However, we are currently reviewing the use 
of cursive in Reception and are planning to develop a non-cursive approach which then leads into 
cursive during Year 1. Reception parents will be informed of changes early next year. 
 
General Comments Received from Parents 

 Swan Class thoroughly enjoyed the Gruffalo Trip. Many of the families have returned to 
Thorndon following the trip, and other children have been asking to go again. Thank you for all 
of the hard work that went into planning this event. 

 Following a personal event in their family, one parent has said the support and concern shown 
in relation to their children’s well-being and happiness has been overwhelming.  

 The parents wanted to praise the fundraising team for the many events that they come up with 
and organise. 

 The parent lunch was so lovely and I thoroughly enjoyed eating with my son. He also thoroughly 
enjoyed showing me what to do. The food was very good quality. All the parents I sat with 
agreed. Thank you.  

Emotional Health and Well-being outcomes 
We are nearing the end of our year-long focus on Emotional Health and Well-being. The children and 
staff have been surveyed again and a School Story of our journey is nearly completed. A lasting legacy 
is being created and led by the Rainbow team and children to create an area in which they can relax, 
play, talk and be happy. This has been developed with contributions from the Infant school, the Parents 
Association and individual donations and will be available for all the children to access over time. The 
children have been asked to suggest a name for the area. 
 
Parent Survey Results 
The latest survey data is very positive. A summary was shared with the Council and will go on the 
website.  
 
Next Meeting: Date to be confirmed. 

  


