
Weekly News

Sneak peek at our week

At last, the sun is shining and it looks set to be a lovely Bank Holiday weekend,

we do hope that you and your family enjoy the half-term break and we look

forward to seeing you all back on Monday 7th June.

As the weather improves just a reminder to send your child to school with a sun

hat and cream applied before school, but also with a coat in case the weather

changes. Sandals may be worn but please ensure they have a secure ankle

strap, no flip-flop styles, thank you.

This week ‘Respect’ has been our value, the emphasis around school has

focussed on ‘greeting’ each other as a way of showing respect. This afternoon’s

assembly has been a lively affair, the children all seem to really enjoy earning

their dojo points and celebrating their own and other classes successes. Have a

look at the Celebration Assembly report for this week for examples of what the

children have done to achieve their points.

At this time of year we often receive enquiries about next years classes, the year

groups and staffing are still being finalised and as soon as we are able to we will

share this information with you, but this will not be until about late June as the

situations may change and we would not want to give you the information then

have to make changes that may be unsettling. Please be assured this is done in

the best interests of all children.

The DfE has today sent a reminder to all schools asking us to remind parents and

staff on how important regular home-testing with the Lateral Flow Test devices is.

The continued testing will help control spread within the community and keep us

moving in the right direction. LFT’s can be picked up at any local library or head

to the Southend Borough Council website for more information here.

Reminder: after half term we will continue with our tried and tested routes

around the school site, please follow the marked routes with the barriers and

entrance walkways and we will still be asking anyone visiting the site to wear a

face covering, thank you for your continued support as always.

Year N - Nursery

This week in Nursery, we have been listening to the story: ‘The Enormous Turnip’.

The children have learned lots of new vocabulary and used it while playing

indoors and out. We have been comparing sizes of objects and exploring

Maths problems using the words more and add. The more people that helped

pull the turnip the more likely it was to come out!

We’ve also thought about forces and explored how the turnip eventually came

out! A rope was used to pull it out! In Phonics, we have learned the new sound

‘n’ and enjoyed our Handwriting sessions. We’ve has a great last week of the
Summer Term. I hope you all have a lovey, well-deserved half term break! 
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Dates for the diary

May

Monday 31st –Friday 4th June
Half-Term Break 

June

Friday 18th
INSET Day –school closed

Sunday 20th

Father’s Day

July

Thursday 8th & Friday 9th

Gemma’s Farm visit

Tuesday 20th

Last Day of Term

Wednesday 21st

INSET Day –school closed

Chicken Pox

We continue to have cases of

chicken pox reported at school.

This is a very common and usually

mild childhood disease. But if you

have any concerns please contact

your GP. Important information can

be found on the NHS website here,

Father’s Day Gifts

A wonderful mystery gift bag

containing 3 specially chosen gifts

to give to Dad or another special

person.

Cost is just £2.00 per gift bag.

These are available to buy on

ParentPay from today.

Please place your order as soon as

possible as we have a limit to the

number of gifts we have for sale.

KidAround Magazine

It’s been a while since KidAround

have been able to fill a magazine

with things to do and it’s great to

see them back! Please follow the

link to read May’s relaunched

KidAround Magazine on the go. It

is full of things for families to do this

half-term.

https://indd.adobe.com/view/9a12

7000-6abb-4a1f-aed7-

7c20951a7d45

http://www.southend.gov.uk/homepage/438/coronavirus-advice-and-support
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
https://indd.adobe.com/view/9a127000-6abb-4a1f-aed7-7c20951a7d45


Year 2

Wow! Where did this half term go, it’s been so busy and the children have

worked incredibly hard and are more than ready for a well-deserved rest next

week. This week we have continued to explore the text ‘Song of the River’ by

Jo Cowley. The children have been sequencing the story and thinking about

the character’s thoughts and feelings during his journey from the creek in the

mountains to discover the sea. The children then used this knowledge and

understanding to put themselves into character role and write a diary entry of

the journey. In Maths we have continued to explore fractions, but this week

with a focus on finding fractions of numbers. In Science we have explored the

rainforest habitats further and why the animals live in the different parts as well

making comparisons of different habitats.

Dinner menu

Monday 

R - Chicken Biryani 

G - Homemade vegan burger 

with baked sweet potato

P -Pasta with tomato & 

vegetable sauce 

Broccoli florets

Carrot & apple flapjack

Tuesday 

R - Spaghetti bolognese

G - Carrot & pea risotto

P - Jacket potato with baked 

beans, cheese or bolognese

Carrots & peas

Lemon drizzle cake

Wednesday

R - RoastTurkey with roast 

potatoes & gravy

G - lentil & bean vegan loaf with 

roast potatoes & gravy

P - Wholewheat pasta with 

tomato sauce

Green cabbage & roast carrots

Banana & sultana cake with custard

Thursday

R - Beef burger in a bun with potato 

salad

G - Margherita pizza with potato 

salad

P - Jacket potato with baked beans 

or cheese

Sweetcorn

Chilled rice pudding with berry 

compote

Friday

R - Fish Fingers & Chips

G - Vegetable & lentil croquette with 

oven baked chips

P - Pasta with tomato sauce

Baked Beans & garden peas

Chocolate 7 raisin shortbread

Freshly baked bread is available 

every day.

Year 1

In Year 1 the children have continued to explore the traditional tale of ‘Jack

and the Beanstalk’. The children have sequenced the story and then

planned their own versions but with a change to the character, by swapping

the giant for something else such as a witch, wizard or ogre. In Maths the

children have been learning about time and starting exploring how a clock

works, sequencing different times of day and learning to tell the time to the

hour. In Geography the children have continued to explore the countries that

make up the UK and have been using maps to locate them.

Reminder: Year 1 will have Outdoor Learning when we return after half-term,

please remember to send your child dressed suitably.

Outdoor Learning

Monday 7th

Heron

Tuesday 8th

Duck

Wednesday 9th

Dragonfly

Thursday 10th

Frog

Friday 11th

Newt

Today’s Celebration Assembly

This week’s focus value has been

‘Respect’. Classes that received

the most dojo’s for each year

group are:-

Reception Year    

Swan Class

Year 1                     

Dragonfly Class

Year  2      

Otter Class

Please see the attached

Celebration Assembly form with

some of the best examples of just

how the children have shown how

they care for one another this

week.

Friends of Hamstel Schools 

Raffle Prizes

Well done to all the lucky winners,

the prizes have been passed to the

classes for handing out.

Thank you to everyone who bought

tickets and helped support our

Friends of Hamstel Schools fund-

raising.

Swimming 

Year 2 will continue with their

swimming lessons after half-term

but unfortunately other year groups

are unable to return to their

swimming lessons due to continuing

restrictions placed on swimming

pools.

We will continue to keep the

situation under review and hope

more year groups can swim in the

new school year.

Year R - Reception

This week in Reception the children have continued to explore the traditional

tale of ‘Hansel and Gretel’. This week in literacy the children have written a

simple story using their story plan to help them. Children have also been writing

sentences to describe Hansel. In Maths the children have been learning about

sharing, we have been sharing different objects in groups and have been

discussing odd and even numbers. The children have also been learning about

healthy and non-healthy foods and why it is important to brush our teeth. We

have continued to practise our curly caterpillar letters and zig zag monsters in

our handwriting.


