
Dates for the diary

April

Tuesday 2nd April

Year 2 Colchester Castle visit

Reception - Reading & writing 

workshop

Wednesday 3rd April

Heron assembly - 2.40pm

Thursday 4th April

Rev Goodliff assembly 2.30pm

Friday 5th April

Early Help drop in - 9am

Break up for Easter

Tuesday  23rd April 

Return to school

May

Wednesday 1st May

Class photos

Monday 6th May

Bank Holiday Monday

Wednesday 8th May

Tag Rugby competition - 12:30-

3pm

Thursday 9th May

School nurse drop in session

KS1 Quad Kids - 10.30-3pm

Monday 20th May

Rev Goodliff Assembly - 2.30pm

Thursday 23rd 

Reception measurements

Friday 24th

Reception measurements

Break up for half term

June

Monday 3rd June 

Return to school

Monday 17th June

Reception artist visit

Friday 28th June

KS1 3 Tee’s Cricket

July

Thursday 4th July

Gemma’s Farm visit

Friday 5th July

KS1 NSPCC assembly 2.30pm

KS1 Borough Sports

Weekly News

Sneak peek at our week

We’ve had animal overload this week! There was great excitement across the

school this week as the Happy Chick Company delivered 10 eggs on Monday;

8 have now hatched! The children and staff will continue to care for and

monitor the progress the chicks are making over the next week. Reception

and Nursery were visited by some reptiles this week, they had a hands-on

discovery of a snake and a gecko, the children were fearless and learned all

about the animals.

Our Singing Club represented Hamstel Infants and joined three other schools

to participate in the Infant Music Festival; a morning of songs and music. The

children were a credit to you as parents and the school, and they sounded

wonderful. Thank you to Mrs Holohan for getting them ready.

The Parent Council met this morning to discuss a range of topics including

road safety awareness. We have had a few complaints recently regarding

inconsiderate parking. We kindly ask that you bear in mind local residents

when parking and accessing the roads around the school, we are part of a

local community and all need to be considerate with these issues. We have

been advised that local residents will contact the Police and Highway

agencies with their complaints should this continue. Thank you for your

support.

Year N - Nursery

This week the children have been learning about life cycles. We have been

focusing on the life cycles of caterpillars, tadpoles, chicks and humans. The

children have been looking at some non-fiction books to help them understand

the life cycles. The Nursery staff has been very busy helping the children to

make frog life cycle plates and a human life cycle chart.

On Tuesday Mrs Riley’s snake and gecko came to visit, the children were very

brave and fascinated by them. We are very proud of the children as they

treated the reptiles with a lot of care.

REMINDER: On the last day of term, Friday 5th April we will be having our Easter

Celebrations. We would like to invite the parents to come along and join us. The

children will be singing a few Easter songs followed by a nice slice of cake and

refreshments.

Year R - Reception

This week our theme has been Wild Things. We have been reading the book

'Giraffes can’t dance' and learning about different safari animals. In the book

the giraffe, Gerald is told that he can’t dance but he keeps on trying until he is

able to dance and finally he joins in with the other animals in the yearly dance.

The children have been learning to have a positive growth mindset and to

keep on trying even when it might be difficult. The children have also been

thinking about the different things that they are good at and the things that

others are good at.

In Maths we have been learning about sharing. The children have been

learning to share objects equally into groups by putting one object into each

group at a time until all the groups have the same amount.

Red Words for this week: her, away, what

REMINDER: Reception Reading and Writing Workshop is on Tuesday 2nd April

2019. Please check your ParentMail Form for the sessions time.

Due to various events next week we have changed the outdoor learning and

PE days for each class

PE: OUTDOOR LEARNING:
Monday – Swan Monday – Kingfisher

Wednesday – Owl Wednesday – Swan am / Peacock pm

Thursday – Woodpecker Thursday – Owl

Friday – Kingfisher Friday – Woodpecker
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Outdoor Learning

Monday 1st April

Kingfisher

Wednesday 3rd April

Swan AM 

Peacock PM

Thursday 3rd April

Owl

Friday 4th April

Woodpecker

Year 1

This week we have enjoyed outdoor learning, we have planned and

set up an experiment to investigate waterproof materials. Based on the

book 'Katie in London', we looked at what materials would be best to

make a raincoat for Katie! We conducted our experiment outside using

the water tray and different materials. In Maths, we have been

investigating money; recognising different coins and notes and finding

different ways to make 10p and 20p out of coins. In English, we have

been looking at the prefix un and adding it to words eg; unhappy,

unwell, unlucky. Finally, we ended our week with our very own “Great

fire of London”! We made Tudor houses out of boxes and used them to

create London on the field. We then started the fire on Pudding Lane

and watched as the fire spread!

REMINDER: Remember to bring in any home learning that you have

created at home. We have been so impressed with the work we have

seen so far!

Year 2

This week in Year 2 we have been authors of our own Fairy Tales. The

children have written their own versions of Beauty and the Beast by

changing the ‘Beast’ character into something else. So we have had

many different versions such as ‘Beauty and the Troll’, ‘Beauty and the

Wolf’ and ‘Beauty and the Three Headed Frog’ to name just a few.

In Maths we have been exploring finding missing numbers in

calculations by using our number sense or inverse to work out the

calculations. We have also learnt how to find a fraction of a number

e.g. ½ of 16, ¼ of 20 or ¾ of 12.

A big thank you to everyone who has brought a box so the children

can make their shields. The children have now started this process and

have been using their designs to create wonderful shields.

Weekly Attendance Award

Reception:  Peacock – 97.7% -
4th win

Year 1: Heron – 97.0%

Year 2: Squirrel – 100% 1st 100%

& 3rd win

Primary Times

We are sending home today a 

copy of the latest Primary Times.

It is a what’s on and where to go 

family guide of activities and 

events for children of primary 

school age. Things to do with 

your kids during the school 

holidays including arts and craft 

activities, music and theatre for 

children, parties, competitions, 

days out, and family attractions 

along with term time drama 

schools, dance classes, after 

school clubs and sports activities. 

Dinner menu

Monday
R - BBQ chicken pizza with hand cut 
potato wedges
G - Tomato & basil pasta bake with 
mozzarella
P - Jacket potato with baked beans, 
tuna mayonnaise or grated cheese

Baked beans & sweetcorn
Caramelised Apple & Plum crumble 
with custard
Homemade mousse

Tuesday
R - Mild chilli beef taco & minted 
yoghurt with chunky tomato salsa 
salad
G - Chargrilled fajitas with Mexican 
rice
P - Pasta with beef bolognese sauce

Cucumber & tomato salad or green 
beans
Carrot cake with custard
Jelly

Wednesday
R - Honey roast glazed gammon & 
sweet pineapple salsa with roast 
potatoes
G - Five bean & barley stew with 
dumplings
P - Wholemeal pasta with tomato & 
basil sauce & grated cheese

Wednesday continued…
Roasted seasonal root vegetables & 
garden peas
Marbled chocolate sponge with 
chocolate custard
Homemade Mousse

Thursday
R - Farm assured beef lasagne with a 
garlic bread shard
G - Mild chilli taco & minted yoghurt 
with chunky tomato salsa salad
P - Jacket potato with baked beans 
or grated cheese

Carrots & broccoli
Red cherry & apple shortcrust pastry 
pie with custard
Jelly

Friday
R - Battered cod & chips with tartar 
sauce
G - Free range egg, cheese & 
vegetable frittata with chips
P - Jacket potato with baked beans 
or grated cheese or salmon 
mayonnaise

Baked beans & garden peas
Chocolate & beetroot brownie
Homemade mousse

Early Help Drop In Session

Our final drop in session will be 

Friday 5th April, 9.00-10.00. 

The Early Help Family Support 

service from Southend Borough 

Council Early Help is a service 

that provides families with 

support when additional needs 

are identified.

LOST PROPERTY

We have a very large amount of 

lost property. If your child has lost 

any items of clothing please 

check the lost property box in 

the main reception. 

Any lost property remaining at 

the end of the term will be taken 

to the charity shop. 


